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What could hate been done more for my Vineyard, that I hawe not done in 


it * Wherefore, when I looked that it ſhould bring forth Grapes, brought it 


Forth wild Grapes ? Ifai. v. 4. 
Remember therefore from whente thou art fallen, and repext, and do the 


 firft works: or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Canale- 


Alick out of his place, except thou repent. Rev. ii. 5. 
Behold, I have ſet before thee an OPEN DOOR. Rev. iii. 8. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


Ee age of the Chriſtian church has 


been marked with ſome peculiar cha- 
racteriſtic. The preſent ſeems to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed by à clear goſpel-ligbt and a ſpirit of 
diſputation: the latter naturally ſpringing from the 
former, when the power of Religion is declining. 
As 1n civil, ſo in religious matters, outward peace 
and tranquility uſually produce inteſtine broils 
and contentions : by which means, the liberties 
and privileges which a people poſſeſs, in either 
reſpect, are diſeſteemed and unimproved. 

The Author of the following ſheets has long 
ſeen and lamented the truth of this obſervation in 
the religious world : and has herein attempted to 
point'out ſome of the peculiar privileges which 
the profeſſors of the goſpel at preſent enjoy, and 
wherein they fail, with reſpect to a ſuitable prac- 
tice; and alſo to excite them to a due improve- 
ment of them ; that they may long reap the bene- 
fit, not only of the outward privileges of the 
goſpel, but alſo of the ſpiritual bleſſings it con- 
tains. * Whether he has ſucceeded in his attempt 
or not, will be beſt known by the effects his book 
ſhalt produce upon the minds and hearts of his 
readers. If any are led, by a peruſal of it, to 
prize their privileges more than they have hitherto 
done, and are made more thankful to God for 
them—if any who were declining from the ways 
of religion, are convinced of it, and ſtirred u 
hereby to greater diligence to make their calling 
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and election ſure or if any ſhould diſcover, by 
the examples herein ſet before them, the cauſes 
of the falls and backſlidings of other profeſſors, 
and ſhould be ſo warned of their danger, as to 
ſhun thoſe rocks upon which others have ſplit 
and made ſhipwreck of their faith if any of theſe 
effects ſhould prove the happy conſequence of a 
peruſal of the following pages; the Author's end 
will be fully anſwered, and to God alone he do- 
fires all the praiſe may be aſcribee. 

One requeſt the Author has to make to 
his candid readers; which is, that they will 
not read his book as treating of ſubjects which 
they are no ways intereſted in: but rather, under 
an impreſſion, that they are of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to their ſouls; and that he writes, not 
for their amuſement, but with a view to their 
profit and edification. He therefore entreats them 
ſeriouſly to lay theſe things to heart; and to ex- 
amine themſelves, whether their conduct corre- 
ſponds with their privileges; whether they brin 
as much honor to God, enjoy as much peace an 
comfort in their ſouls, and are as exemplary and 
uſeful in their day and generation, as the bleſſings 
and privileges they enjoy ought to produce. 

To know who the Author is, can be of little 
uſe or conſequence to the reader; but of this be 
aſſured, he is thy hearty well-wiſher, whoever 
thou art: and defires moſt earneſtly thy preſent 
welfare both of ſoul and body, and thine eternal 
happineſs in the world to come. And as be 
prays that all ſpiritual bleſſings may deſcend on 
thy head, do thou the ſame for him. 
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My pax FRIEND, 


AM at length ſat down with an intention of com- 
plying with vour late requeſt, Of giving you ſome 
&* account of the ſtate of religion at preſent in London:“ 
but however willing I may be to gratify your deſire, I 
fear I ſhall fall far ſhort of your expectation ; as the 
ſubject is very copious, and my abilities and leiſure are 
very unequal to the taſk. Yet knowing you will ex- 
erciſe the candor of a friend, in your peruſal of what I 
| ſhall write upon the ſubject, and being glad to embrace 
every opportunity of teſtifying my cordial eſteem for 
you; I am, notwithftanding theſe diſcouragements, ex- 
cited to proceed in giving you ſuch an account of the ſtate 
of religion, and particularly of the work of the Lord, 
now carrying on in this place, as I am able; though ir 
ſhould not be ſuch as the ſubject deſerves, or as you 
might reafonably expect. 

It is very common with mankind to boaft of their 
riches, their honors, and their privileges : to think 
themſelves happy, that they are deſcended from 1lluf- 
trious anceſtors, that they derive their dignity from a 

B coronet 


— —ñ—E—ʒũ— —— —— 2 2 


— — - 4 X 
— — — 2 


—— . 


* WII — — wn. ee os. m7 nee 


— 


x W 2 


1 

coronet or title, and that they are lords of extenſive 

oſſeſſions, and have fome excluſive immunities. But 
it is our happineſs, our honor, and peculiar privilege, 
my friend, that we were born and dwell in a land of 
goſpel-light and liberty; and have been made the happy 
partakers of the bleſſings, the invaluable bleſſings of 
falvation, While ſome nations are lying in worſe than 
Egyptian darknefs and bondage; and others, though 


retaining the name of Chriſtian, are deluged in worſe 


than Pagan ſuperſtition and idolatry; the refulgent 
beams of goſpel-light illumine our hemiſphere; and the 
Day-ſpring from on high is viſiting the fouls of ſinners 
with its ſalutary light and ſaving influences: which, to- 
gether with the many other bleſſings we of this land en- 
joy, conſpire to make our happy iſte a little Eden, as 
the garden of the Lord. Happy Britain | were ſhe duly 
ſenſible of her invaluable privileges, and did her highly 
favored ſons improve their mercies as they ought. 
But alas! alas! ſuch is their degeneracy, ſuch their in- 
ſenſibility of their diſtinguiſhing privileges, that the 
generality of her people are totally negligent of them; 


and others have been lately aiming to wreſt them from 
us; which they would have done, had not the guardians 
of our religion been rouſed from their ſupineneſs by the 
inſolence of the attack, to exert themſelves in defending 


them. : 5 of 
If we take a view of religion as it is to be found at 
preſent in the eſtabliſhed church, both with regard to 


dhe doctrine and practice of its preachers and profeſſors 


in general; one cannot help adopting the prophet's 


athetic exclamation, and ſaying, © How is thy gold 


become dim, and thy moſt fine gold changed!“ So 


far are our once-glorious churchmen fallen- and de- 


generated, that the doctrines of the reformation are 


now become in a manner obſolete; and, under a vain 


pretenſion to greater light, her {ae ſons treat them as 


the produce of intemperate zeal againſt the church of 


Rome; and think it the beſt apology they can make 
for them, as well as for our refarmers who compiled 
them and left them in the church; to ſay, 4 They were 

drawn 


. 


br . drawn up by fallible men, juſt emerged from the 
darkneſs and ſuperſtition of popery ; and as they ſaw 
the errors of that church in a ſtrong light; they ran, 
ein their oppoſition to them, as far into the contrary 
« extreme: therefore, conſidering the times in which 
« they were drawn up, they were, to be ſure, as good 
« as could be reaſonably expected.” The conſequence 
of this perſuaſion is, that Arianiſm, Socinianiſm, and 
Arminianiſm, which they eſteem greater hight, are, like 
an inundation, ſpreading far and wide; and men who 
have ſubſcribed to the doctrines of the church (ſuch is 
their effrontery) ſcruple not to preach againſt them in 
the moſt public manner. Yea, ſome of her pampered, 
dignified fons, having a moſt ſurprizing knack at ſo- 
phiſtry, have undertaken to prove, that her articles, 
which have ever been confidered by men ſound in the 
faith, as a bulwark againſt the errors of the church of 
Rome, may be ſubſcribed by miniſters (and that with 
honeſty and integrity too) in the Semipelagian or Arminian 
ſenſe. Yet it is notorious that this 1s one of the funda- 
mental errors. of the Romiſh church, on account of 
which our reformers ſeparated from it, and deſignedly 
guarded our church's members againſt it, in the articles 
of religion which they drew up; as utterly repugnant to 
that ſalvation which is by the grace of God, and as en- 
forcing the antiſcriptural, and therefore antichriſtian, 
doctrine of human ſufficiency and free-will. 

The general tenor of our church- miniſters preachin 
15, to exalt man, and conſequently to debaſe Chriſt. 
Man they repreſent as a very noble creature; endued by 
nature with innate dignity and moral rectitude; with 
reaſon abundantly ſufficient to ſhew him what is right 
and beſt, and a will and power allo to chooſe and follow 
it. That, if by the force of bad example, he ſhould be 
ſo unhappy as to acquire any propenſity to evil, and 
his mind ſhould be diſturbed and his affections diſ- 
ordered thereby; he has no more to do, than to call in 
the aid of omnipotent reaſon ; and tranquility is at once 
reſtored to his mind, and the deſires of his heart are 
immediately rectifiec. With regard to the errors or 
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flips that he may chance to make in his conduct; if, 
through the violence of temptation, he ſhould be over- 
taken with a fault; let him return, with true penitence 
of heart, to the compaſſionate author of his being, and 
he will be ſure to find pardon and reſtoration to the 
favor of the offended Deity. Who having implanted 
thoſe paſſions and diſpoſitions in his nature which he had 
gratified to exceſs, and being thoroughly acquainted 
with the frailties of all fleſh when ſtrongly affailed by 
temptation, knows how to commiſerate the weakneſſes 
and diſtreſſes of his creatures; and will not be ſo ſevere 
as to puniſh them for what they could not, under certain 
circumſtances, help committing ; much leſs damn them 
(as ſome dare horridly and impiouſly to aſſert) for a few 
finite offences. | 

Others indeed there are, who ſeem to intimate their 
belief of there being ſome diforder and moral evit in our 
nature; and that man is in ſome reſpects a fallen creature: 
but they can by no means admit of his being like what 
our modern enthuſiaſts repreſent him, Totally depraved, 
and abſolutely dead in treſpaſſes in ſins; only in a 
figurative ſenſe : which latter deſcription, as it is a ſcrip- 
tural one, maſt, they own, imply ſome diſorder in man's 
nature; but then he has a free-will, and is not deſtitute 
of ſtrength; ſo that he may walk uprightly and ſerve 
his Creator in an acceptable manner, if he will; if he 


follow the dictates of his reaſon and the admonitions of 


his conſcience. The law of God, they ſay, is certainly 
a rule for our actions; but he is not ſuch an hard and 
unreaſonable maſter, as to require more of man than 
he is able to perform; therefore he cannot expect per- 


fect obedience to it: beſides, the goſpel being a new re- 


medial lat and a milder diſpenſation than the moral, it 
abares the rigor of i" '- chat now fncere obedience— 

with faith in Jeſus Chiiſt—is accepted inſtead of perfect. 
This being the general ſtrain of preaching in our 
pulpits at preſent, by which the dignity and excellency 
of man is cried up, and his guilt extenuated; you may 
from hence, my dear friend, form ſome conception 
what ideas theſe gentlemen entertain of our adorable 
Redeemer, 


5035 


Redeemer, whoſe name they very ſeldom deign to 
mention in the pulpit : ſo that it may, with great pro- 
priety, be ſaid, after hearing moſt of their ſermons; 
«© They have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
«© where they have laid him! * Indeed one would be 
apt to conclude, from the low opinion, and the little 
need, they ſeem to have of Chriſt, that they had laid 
him in the ſepulchre again, as one long ſince dead, and 
almoſt forgotten. Sometimes they ſeem to intimate that 
mankind have received ſome benefit by Chriſt; but 
they cannot well tell how, or what it is : only that God, 
they conceive, is rendered more propitious to us by his 
coming into the world ; and that the new remedial law, 
the milder diſpenſation that man is now under, and which 
ſhears Divinity of all that is terrible or juſt in its at- 
tributes, was obtained by him. And they ſeldom fail, 
when like the lion they have laſhed themſelves into a 
rage, to warn their hearers, with important emotion, 
_ the deluſions and enthu/raſm of certain preachers 
of ſome ſects among us, who are ever prating about 
faith, faith; and deny all good works: who are for 
ever frightening their deluded votaries, by telling them 
of hell and damnation; as if they had it in their power 
to deal it round the land to all who think not juſt as 
they do. Some of their ſermons would be very flat and 
inſipid indeed, if they were not larded a little with re- 
proach, and ſeaſoned with ſcurrility and invective, of 
this kind, againſt ſuch enthuſiaſts : for, by the bye, 
theſe are the only ſpirited parts of their ſermons in 
eneral, 

T hoſe doctrines of grace, inculcated by that church 
whoſe temporalities theſe men enjoy, and whoſe doctrines 
they have ſolemnly ſworn to defend and maintain, as 


* How often do we find that ſentence, which the minifter uſes in the 
Communion Service,“ Here ends the cosptL,” to be moſt empha- | 
tically true? for we ſeldom hear a word more of it after he gets into | 
the pulpit; except in his text, or any other paſſage of Scripture he 
may occaſionally mention in his ſermon : of which he is commonly 
very ſparing, left he ſhould diſcover too plainly the glaring incon- | 
Glieacy between his /ermgn and the ſacred Oracles of truth. 
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(6) 
all deduced from, and conſonant to, the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, they have utterly diſcarded ; and conſequently 
have nothing left to preach but a little Heatbeniſb morality 
or vain philoſophy , which are equally editying to their 
congregations, in the manner they are uſually treated, 
They tickle the ears of their audience ſometimes with 
theſe ſubjects, but leave their hearts and conſciences un- 
affected, unimpreſſed with any ſerious concern for the 
welfare of their immortal ſouls. A few of theſe mi- 
niſters, by a more than ordinary exertion of their natural 
powers and acquired abilities, have attained to ſome de- 


gree of popularity; and by a baſtard kind of oratory, 


ſtolen from the theatre, (which diſcovers how nearly 
allied the ſtage and pulpits are) they declaim moſt ve- 
hemently againſt vice and immorality. But “ they 
e labour in the very fire :” for the effects produced by 
them are much like to thoſe produced by the ſtage, (a 
reformation by either being equally rare.) And the con- 
ſequence of this is, virtue and morakty, as if ſtunned 
with the din of their advocates, and reſenting the 
manner as well as the principles upon which they are 


defended by them, ſeem to have taken their flight from 


us to ſome more happy and auſpicious clime. 

I will not omit to inform you, that I hear there are 
ſome miniſters in the church who really know and be- 
lieve the truths of the goſpel ; but through fear of re- 
proach from their brethren, and the hindrance of their 
preferment in the church, are prevented preaching 
them. And that there are others, who, like Nicodemus 
of old, will pay a viſit to Chriſt, his ordinances, or 
people by night; but dare not confeſs him openly for 
fear of our modern Jews, the ſtiff-necked Phariſees of 
the age. | 
Boy - — this account, ſhort as it is, of the generality of 
the miniſters and the doctrines taught by them in the 
eſtabliſned church, you will naturally conclude their 
own and their people's practice are correſpondent to 
their principles. After the experiment has now been 
made for half a century of preaching theſe doctrines; 


after all the elaborate declamatiens of our modern 


flouriſhers 


CES 


amiableneſs of virtue, and the hideous deformity of vice; 
the former, which they paint the lawful miſtrefs of our 
affections, 1s treated, as our modern men of gallantry 
treat their wives, with nauſeated neglect; while the 
latter, whole intereſts they diſavow, is, like the diffolute 
harlot, embraced with all the ardor of fondeft in#amoratos. 
And notwithſtanding all theſe vain attempts to reform 
the licentiouſneſs of the age, vice and folly are grown 
quite rampant among us; a ſpirit of luxury and diſſi- 
pation every where prevails; and every ſpecies of wick- 
edneſs is practiſed without a maſk; and is even brought 
into a regular trade, by following which many are ſup- 
ported, as by the moſt lawful occupations. And no 


wonder; for Inx1ptLiTY, the prolific parent of this de- 


teſtable offspring, as if cheriſhed and impregnated by 
ſuch kind of preaching, is daily teeming in our ſtreets 
with the moſt hideous monſters of profaneneſs, impiety, 
and blaſphemy. And were I to give you the character 
of the moſt decent and reputable of thoſe who fit under 
theſe morality-preachers, it ſhould be in the language 
of ſcripture—* having the form of godlineſs, but deny- 
ing the power; and lovers of pleaſure more than 
lovers of God.” 

Facts we generally term ſtubborn things : they are ir- 
refragable arguments, which amount to proof and de- 
monſtration at once; and are ſufficient to determine the 
merits of a cauſe without the aid of judge or jury: and 
one would imagine none could. be hardy enough to re- 
ſiſt, or to attempt to overthrow, their evidence. But 
notwithſtanding the force and conviction with which 
they uſually ſtrike mens minds in other matters; in 
this before us they have not their proper and due ef- 
fect: owing, no doubt, to the blindneſs that remains 
upon their minds, together with an invincible prejudice 


that oppoſes conviction. Were not this the caſe, they 


muſt of neceſſity be convinced, that the modern, faſhion- 
able doctrines which are preached at preſent, have not 
their deſired effect: ſince all the abominations that can 
diſgrace a Chriſtian * are daily increaſing among 
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fouriſpers; their haranguing upon the beauty and 
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us; and religion, which ought to be the glory and | 
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boaſt of the nation, is at ſo low an ebb, and is grown 
ſo much into diſrepute, that our faſhionable people are as 
much, or more, in fear of being eſteemed religious, than 
of the imputation of diſboneſty: while the middle and 
lower ſort treat it with the utmoſt contempt, as fit only 
for fools to trouble their heads about. We ſeldom hear 
of any . reformation wrought by the modern kind of 
preaching; much leſs of a converſion: indeed this 
word, as well as the thing ſignified by it, is almoſt laid 
aſide, as ſavoring too much of enthuſiaſm ; unleſs it 
be uſed in reference to the unenlightened Heathens. 
And were a perſon under conviction of fin to wait upon 
his doctor for advice, and to lay his caſe open before 
him; it is ten to one, but the reverend gentleman, in 
order to diſavow the poor man's conyittion being the 
effect of his preaching, would tell him he had certainly 
been hearing ſome ent bhuſiaſtic preacher or other: for un- 
leſs he had been guilty of the horrid crime of murder, 
there could be no occaſion for ſuch diſtreſs of conſcience 
as he appeared to be in, Thus they unwittingly give 
all the honor of any good that 1s done by preaching 
to theſe enthuſiaſts, as they gravely call them; though 
their evident intention is, to load them with reproach : 
and they thereby tacitly acknowledge, that to preach 
the truths of the goſpel, is the only effectual means of 
converting a ſinner.” 

This, my dear friend, is too truly the ſtate of religion 
in our eſtabliſhed church, And I heartily wiſh I could 
give you a more amiable picture of her, as ſhe is found 
among our difſenting brethren ; thoſe ſons of the ever- 
to-be-revered Puritans: whoſe doctrine and practice 
were ſo pure, ſo refined, and fo ſeparated from all fleſhly 
wiſdom and fleſhly works, that their enemies were un- 


deſignedly conſtrained to honor them, in the term which 


they meant for their reproach, But here likewiſe the 
prophet furniſhes me with a too deſcriptive exclama- 
tion, when he ſays, Thy ſilver, (pure as it was) is 
become droſs, and thy wine is mixed with water.“ 
Thele in general, like thoſe of the eſtabliſhed church, 


being 


* 

being degenerated in their principles from their fore- 
fathers, and conſequently in their practice alſo, concur 
in their oppoſition to the doctrines which they once pro- 
feſſed to believe and ſubſcribed to; and many of both 

arties are even now attempting conjointly the utter 
deſtruction of the church's foundation; and are cry ing, 
“ Down with her, down with her, even to the ground.“ 
They are endeavouring to rob her glorious HEAD of his 
divinity, and thereby rendering him no head at all: 
and they are aiming to ſtrip her of his precious truths, 
and to leave her naked and bare; or what is worſe than 
naked, to cover her with a garment made up of their 
own filthy rags of error and ſome ſhreds of his truth. 
A blow of an uncommonly alarming nature has been 
{ome time meditating againſt our Zion: but may the 
Lord who ſitteth in the heavens laugh all his and her 
enemies to {corn ; may he fruſtrate all their attempts, 
and turn the counſel of every Ahitophel into fooliſhnels ; 
and may he convince them that they, and they only, 
who love and pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, ſhall 
proſper. And I know my friend will add a hearty amen 
to this my petition. 

But methinks I hear you ſay, “This is not altogether 
© what I meant, when I deſired an account of the ſtate 
of religion in London: my views were rather con- 
fined to thoſe congregations where the goſpel 1s 
% preached, and among whom the power of godlineſs 
“ 15 to be found.” And this I had alſo principally in 
view when I fat down to write, But how could I for- 
bear juſt to give a look at our national Zion in paſſing 
by; or refrain from uttering an affectionate exclama- 
tion or two over her? For I often think upon her 
* ſtones, and it pitieth me to fee her thus lying in the 
* dug.“ | 

Notwithſtanding the great degeneracy of the times, 
and the no leſs general apoſtacy of the miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed church, I muſt inform you there are ſome 
miniſters ſtill in her (though the number is but ſmall) 
who preach her doctrines, experience their power, and 
live under the influence of them. Nor are thoſe „ 

an 
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| 
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and people who were once of her communion, but are 
now, by conſtraint, in part ſeparated from her, in the 
leaſt oppoſition to her; but they ſtill retain molt tena- 
ciouſly her doctrines, and her form of worſhip in many 
reſpects; and are therefore not properly diſſenters from 
principle, though under that denomination, their places 
of worſhip being licenſed under the toleration act. I 
thought it neceſſary to give you the above information, 
leſt you ſhould think that Ichabod was written upon all her 
walls, and doors ; that the glory of the Lord was utterly 
departed from her, and that he had no more any place 
or work within her borders. But, bleſſed be God, this 
is not the caſe: he has a work ſtill carrying on in 
all paris of the town, and among all ſects and denomi- 
nations of proteſtants, And when I conſider the revival 
of his work from time to time within theſe laſt twenty 
years in this place, both in the eſtabliſhment and out 
of it; I cannot help conceiving a hope, that the Lord 
will not yet give us up, as an incorrigible people, to 
deſtruction, and remove his candleſtick from us; but 
that he will again revive us, and turn and leave a bleſ- 
ſing behind him. | | 

If we may judge from one very favorable and pro- 
miſing circumitance, there is reaſon to hope the Lord 
has ſtill a great work to carry on in this land: for not- 
withſtanding ſome miniſters of diſtinguiſhed eminence 
have been called home by the Lord's meſſenger, death; 
yet thrice the number of young ones has been ſent forth 
among us, of different gifts and abilities; and theſe 
chiefly in the eſtabliſhment. Some of them have ap- 
peared to be ſent immediately from heaven, as it were; 
of whom we had never heard any thing till they came 
and exerciſed their gifts among us. This place ſeems 
to be appointed by the GREAT GENERAL of the army 
for the rendezvous of his young officers; from whence 


he draws them off and appoints them their ſeveral poſts 


in the country, where they are to beat up for volunteers 
for his ſervice. This I cannot but conſider as a very 
favorable omen for our ungrateful, rebellious land. 
So that the Lord ſeems by this,. either to be gathering 

in 


3 
in his people very faſt; and for that reaſon has ſent 
forth many laborers of late, the meaſure of the ini- 
quity of the reſt being almoſt full, and they become 
ripe for deſtruction: or there is ſtill a great work of 
continuance to be carried on in this kingdom. I 
the latter is the cafe; and that our pulpits will again 
ſound with the evangelical doctrines of the reformation; 
and be filled in general with men taught by the Spirit 
of God, „ the truth as it is in Jeſus;” and qualified 
by him with gifts and graces for the work of the mi- 
niſtry: that ſo the prevailing errors of the day may be 
forced to ſculk and hide their hideous heads in corners, 
or be ſent back to hell from whence they ſprung: and 
that it will be once more ſaid to our national church, 
which has long lain in the duſt of antichriſtian rubbiſh; 
« Ariſe ſhine for thy light is come, and the glory of 
* the Lord is riſen upon thee.” O happy and much 
deſired period]! May the Lord haſten it, and bring it 
to paſs in his own good time. = 

Before I enter upon the ſubje& more immediately in 
view, in order to give you a clearer conception of it, I 
would beg leave to make ſome obſervations upon the 
progreſs of the goſpel in this land, fince the laſt general 
revival thereof : by which you will be the better able to 
form a true idea of the work now carrying on in this 
place, when I come to give you a more particular ac- 
count of it, 

As you are tolerably well acquainted with church 
hiſtory, you muſt have obſerved, I make no doubt, that 
whenever any particular work has been carrying on for 
the Lord in any country, or there has been a revival of 
the power of religion in any particular place; the mi- 
niſters which have been ſent forth for this purpoſe, have 
had a great deal of the rubbiſh of prejudice, ignorance, 
&c. to clear away from the -minds of the people; and 
many prevailing errors to pluck up, which had taken 
deep root there; in order to eſtabliſh the doctrines of 


grace, which theſe errors were propagated to obſcure. 


To go no farther back than thirty or forty years in this 


kingdom, when the eſtabliſhed church was ſunk into a 


mere 
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mere form of religion; and the diſſenters, who retained 


the ſkeleton of ſound doctrine (and among whom, what 
wer was left was chiefly to be found,) were dwind- 
ing into the ſame lifeleſs formality ; the Lord was then 
pleaſed to raiſe up ſome young men in the univerſities, 
who were enlighiened to ſee, and made to experience, 
the power and efficacy of divine truths upon their ſouls. 
When theſe were ſent forth to proclaim the glad tidings 
of ſalvation to a loſt world, they were led particularly 
to preach, and ſtrenuouſly to inſiſt upon, the doctrines 


of repentance and the new-birth; and in order to theſe, 


the ablolute neceſſity of the operations and influences 
of the Holy Spirit; who alone could rouſe a ſleepy and 
carnally ſecure profeſſing people to any degree of life 
and power in the ways of religion. And therefore they 
called ſinners to repentance, in the ſame manner, as if 
they had been preaching where the name of Chriſt had 
never once been mentioned ; and did not addreſs the 
people, as was uſual at that time, as true believers and 
real Chriſtians, becauſe they were nominally ſo; which 
manner of addreſs had greatly conduced to lull them 
into a fatal ſecurity. And the Lord was pleaſed to 
bleſs abundantly, as you very well know, the labors of 
theſe men for many years, till the leaven of their 
doctrine had pervaded great part of the three king- 
doms. As it was ſaid of ſome of old, ſo was it ſaid of 
them, when they firſt came into any place; “They that 
« tura the world upſide down are come hither alſo ;” 
and the people, when they heard them preach, in a fit 
of amazement cried out, What ſtrange things are 
« theſe you bring to our ears?” And thus it is now 
alſo, in a meaſure, wherever the goſpel is carried and 
preached with power; though not in ſo great a degree 
as at that time. | 

But although the work which was begun at that 
period, has been carrying on ſince in general, and ſome 
of all ſects and denomination of proteſtants have caught 
the ſacred flame; yet, in particular places, when the 


ſimplicity with which the goſpel was at firſt received, 


and the power with which it was attended, began to 
. | abate 
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abate z the enemy of ſouls, ever watchful for an oppor- 
tunity to fruſtrate or oppoſe the work of God, began 
to ſow the tares of error among the pure wheat of 
goſpel- truth; which ſpringing up, choaked the word in 
the hearts of ſome, ſo that it became unfruitful. And 
it has ever been that arch-deceiver's aim, when he has 
failed in his attempts to cruſh the work 1n its beginning 
by violence or open perſecution, to propagate his errors 
under the ſpecious appearance of truth, or the notion 
of greater light. Then his craft and cunning have been 
exerciſed in another way, and he has ploughed with 
God's heifer to accompliſh his diabolical purpoſes ; for 
taking advantage of the zeal of ſome of his miniſters, 
when they have been oppoling ſome prevailing errors 
and hereſies of the times, he has hurried them on to a 
contrary extreme; and before they were aware, they 
have been found advancing ſome things almoſt as con- 
trary to truth, as the opinions they were endeavoring 
to refute. | 

To give you an inſtance or two of this obſervation, 


and the more fully to explain my meaning, I would 


beg leave to direct your thoughts back to the period 
above mentioned, when the ſtate of religion in this land 
was at ſo low an ebb, as to have little more than the 
form left. When theſe miniſters preached ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly the neceſſity of the life and power of godlineſs, 
and put men upon ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait gate; 
and preſſed them to be active, and to work out their 
own ſalvation ; ſoon the tares of Arminianiſm began to 


ſpring up: and in a little time, men were not con- 


tent with having ſalvation upon the terms the goſpel 
offers it; that is, * freely, without money and without 
price:“ but they would fain be purchaſers of it in 
part, and ſo arrogate to themſelves ſome of the honor 
of procuring it; or at leaſt, of keeping poſleſſion of it, 
and ſecuring their intereſt in it, by their own watchful- 
neſs, diligence, and faithfulneſs. And unleſs they were. 
permitted to be brought to glory in this way, they 
would not thank Chriſt for his ſalvation ; yea, would. 
quarrel with God, and deem him a Tyrant, if he ex- 

pected 


7 ( 14 ) 

4 pected to put them in poſſeſſion of the joys of heaven 

1 upon any other terms or conditions; that is, contrary to 

their own ſovereign will and the merit of their own 
works and faithfulneſs. 

On the other hand, when theſe errors have been diſ- 
covered, and miniſters have thought it their duty to bear 
their teſtimony in a public manner againſt them, as 
derogatory to the honor of Chriſt, and depretiatory of 
his finiſhed work ; they have ſometimes carried matters 
fo far in their oppoſition to creature-1mportance, creature- 
activity, and creature- merit; that in the ſtorm raiſed 
thereby, ſome have, for a time, been driven into the 
harbor, while others have been caſt upon the coaſt, of 
Antinomianiſm. Theſe, in their own defence, have de- 

raed the work of the Spirit upon the heart of man, 
| 1 to deny all his awakening, quickening, ſanctify- 
4 ing, comforting inſſuences; treating them with the ut- 
11 moſt contempt. And many poor ſouls, by ſuch kind of 
preaching, have been petrified to mere ſtatues of Chriſ- 
tians ; having loſt all life and power, but what conſiſted 
4 in a violent, bitter, ſcurrilous oppoſition to, and an ir- 
reconcileable hatred of, all which they rank under the 
general term of Arminianiſm : for all the work of the 
| Spirit upon the heart of man is by ſome included in this 
F obnoxious term. So difficult is it to keep a due medium, 
and to ſteer clear of thoſe two dangerous rocks, upon 
which many have ſplit, and made ſhipwreck of their 

faith. by 
This, my dear friend, has been often the caſe where 
a work has been carried on for God : the inftruments 
which he has raiſed up tor the purpoſe, have been too 
often found to oppoſe one another, though they had at 
firſt the glory of God and the good of fouls principally 
in view. In theſe oppolitions, ſometimes one party has 
prevailed, and ſometimes the other. And, ſuch is the 
weakneſs and frailty of man! few miniſters have been 
kept from warping too much to one fide or the other: 
eſpecially if they were men of eminence, and lived 
where the contention grew exceſſive. Their zeal being 
awakened in the detence of injured truth, they engage 
in 
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cendency therein, they ſtep aſide out of the ſcriptural 
path of truth, and ſo are caught, for a time, in the 
inare which the enemy of ſouls had artfully laid for 
them. Thus have I often ſeen it here in London: and 
many controverfies have been carried on with great 


warmth on both ſides, from the pulpit and the preſs. 


Nor have theſe controverſies that have been ſent forth 
trom the preſs, been without their uſe : for men of candor 
and moderate principles have been led thereby to ſee 
the extreme on each ſide, and have been kept more 
ſteadily in defence of the truth; guarding it equally on 
both hands. ki 
In theſe controverſies many excellent and ſtriki 

arguments have been produced, which have illuſtrated 
the truth, and made it ſhine forth with greater bright- 


_ neſs, to the conviction of ſome, and the eſtabliſhing of 


others in the belielf of it“. But theſe effects are pro- 
duced on the minds of thoſe chicity who read theſe con- 
troverſies with a good degree of caution : otherwiſe they 
are apt to catch the ſpirit of the author and to follow 
him in his intemperate zeal, which ever contends for 
victory moſt; as well as in that which ſprings ſolely 
from the love, and is always engaged in the detence, of 
the truth, which alone is worth contending for. Truth, 
think, may be compared to a diamond in the rough: 
which however opaque and ſhapeleſs it may be, the 
artificer, who cuts, poliſhes, and ſets it, alters not its 
internal quality, nor adds the leaſt to its intrinſic worth: 
all that he does to it by his art and ſkill, ſerves only to 
make its value and excellency above other ſtones ap- 
pear, and to cauſe it to pour a greater flood of bril- 
liancy upon the eyes of the beholders. So goſpel-truth, 
however it may be covered over with the dirt and rub- 


Of this kind are the following pieces, viz. 4 Vindication of the 
England from the charge of Arminianiſm ; and, More Work 

155 Weſley, both by the Rev. Mr. TorLApVY. Alſo, the 
"controverſial Pieces of RicuaRD HIII, Eſq. in Vindication of the 
Truth 
of the Rey. Meſſrs. John I ge and Fletcher, 


biſk 


in the controverſy ; and their own ſpirit gaining the af- 


from the ſcandalous perverſions and horrid miſtepreſentations 
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biſh of error, or incruſted with the perverſe reaſonirigy 
of men of corrupt minds; the goſpet-miniſter, like the 
lapidary, in his inveſtigations and diſcuſſions of it, can 
only clear it from theſe things which obfcure its bright- 
neſs, and by his {kill and judgment in ſetting it in dif- 


ferent points of view, make it ſhine forth with greater 


ſplendor to the honor cf its divine author. 

I begin to fear, my dear friend, you will think 1 
digreſs too much from my ſubject, and that I ſhall 
tire you with my remarks and refle&ions as I go on with 
it; and thereby rob you, in a great meaſure, of that 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure you might have received from 
a more ſimple account of theſe matters. But as I 
eſteem all our knowledge of what is paſſing in the world 
to be of no advantage to us, and to tend only to the 
gratifying a vain curioſity, except our minds are im- 
proved thereby in what will promote our ſpiritual in- 
tereſts; I am led almoſt inſenſibly to make ſuch re- 
flections on theſe occurrences, as I go along, as may 
conduce to that end: that we may be excited to praiſe 
the Lord for his diſtinguiſhing mercy and goodneſs to- 
wards us; and to bleſs his name, if we have been kept 
from being carried away with theſe ſtorms and whirt- 


winds of error; or after warping in our judgments to- 


wards them, have been happily recovered from them, 
and ſer in the right path again. 

After making thefe obſervations, I ſhould now proceed 
to give a more particular account of thoſe miniſters and 
their reſpective congregations among whom the goſpel 
is preached ; agreeably to my own intention as well as 
your requeſt, But as my letter is already extended to 
a conſiderable length, I muſt reſerve thofe particulars 
for my next; which, God willing, ſhall ſoon follow 
this : if you do not, in the mean time, lay an embargo 
on my pen, by informing me you intend ſhortly to 
make me a viſit in perfon, and ſhall then hear the re- 
mainder viva voce. A circumſtance this, which 1 


- ſhould greatly rejoice at: and do promiſe you à hearty 


welcome whenever it ſhall pleaſe Providence to concur 
in bringing it about, You ſhould then hear and : 
or 
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for yourſelf: for we would walk together about our 
ſpiritual Zion; go round about her and tell the towers 
thereof: we would mark well her bulwarks, erected for 
her defence; conſider her palaces, in which her king 
keeps his courts; that we may tell the generations fol- 
lowing what bleſſings and privileges we enjoy; and 
what great, what wonderful things, the Lord hath done 
for his church and people in this our day. 

In the mean time, my dear friend, let us be mindful 
of each other in a way moſt conducive to our beſt in- 
tereſts; and hold a correſpondence, not by letter only, 
but in a more ſpiritual way let us frequently meet at the 
throne of grace, and ſpeak for each other to the King of 
Kings, when we are admitted to a private audience of 
him: ſo ſhall we have our hearts warmed with love to- 
wards him and one another; which will ſerve as an 
antidote to that coldneſs and indifference which abſence 
is apt to produce between real friends. To the mercy, 
care, and love of our beſt friend, the friend of ſinners, 
I commend you; and remain with great truth and 
ſincerity, 2 


Your affectionate friend, &e, &c. Ke, 


BRA H. 


My pear FRIEND, 


Concluded my laſt letter with an engagement to 
I ive you inimy next a more particular account of 
the religion of this place; of ſome of the moſt eminent 
miniſters and their congregations among whom the 
goſpel is preached with any degree of power and ſucceſs: 
and I have now refumed my pen in order to fulfil it. 


me 
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me to lay my pen down again, did not the requeſt of 
a friend preponderate in the other ſcale. I ſhall there- 
fore proceed in my natrative, entreating the continuance 
of your candor to excuſe any inaccuracies of which J 
may be found guilty, , ., . MN. 

When conſider the reproach and contempt, which 
the people who were in connection with, and who fat 
under the miniſtry of that eminent ſervant of God, the 
late Rev. Mr. Whitefield, have always undergone for 
the name of Chriſt ; as well as the largeneſs of the con- 
gregations that attended the preaching of the goſpel at 
his 4wo places of worſhip, in Tottenham-court-road 


and at Moorfields; my mind, for theſe reaſons, ſeems 


naturally to lead me to give ſome account of theſe farſt, 


and of the progreſs of the goſpel awong them, 


- You cannot expect that I ſhould even attempt to give 
you the character of this diſtinguiſhed miniſter of Chriſt: 
it is too well Known (all the world over, I was going to 
Jay, at leaſt) in all Chriſtendom, to need any additional 
ſtrokes of my pen: for were I as {kilful in the uſe of it, 
as Apelles in that of his pencil, I ſhould fail to do him 
juſſice, I think: take him for all in all, I believe I ſhall 
nerer {ee his Iike. Though he had his infirmities, which 


indicated plainly he was but man; yet his indefatigable 


labors, his flaming zeal for God, his uncommon talents 
and miniſterial gifts, and the abundant ſucceſs that was 
given to his labors; all marked him for one of the moſt 
eminent and diſtinguiſhed miniſters of Chriſt that have 
lived, probably, ſince the apoſtles days. And this re- 
mark I cannot help making concerning him; that from 
the time he was firſt called to the work of the miniſtry, 
and began to act in a public.capacity for God, till he 
had finiſhed his courſe, he was never known to vary in 
his principles or his opinion teſprcting any of the funda- 
mental doctrines of the goſpel, but he preſerved that 


golden mean, that harmony and conſiſtency of doctrine 


and © pes in his preaching, for which the Puriluns of 
the laſt age were do: deſervedly: famous. And in this 
ſteady, uniform courſe he fteered; tillche arrivedlat che 
haven where his ſoul dunged tobe. 5 
4 After 
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After the removal of this great luminary from the 
church, it might be naturally expected, that the con- 
gregations which attended his miniſtry, would have de- 
clined and come to nothing. But ſuch is the goodneſs 
of God towards them, that though they would not be 
deſtitute of the goſpel in this city, were it no longer 
preached at the Chapel or Tabernacle, firuated in thoſe 
places above-mentioned; yet he has been pleaſed to 
give them ſuch a conſtant ſupply of miniſters from va- 
rious parts, beſides thoſe that more ſtatedly preach 
1 005 them, that thefe two places of worſhip have been 
as well attended in general, as in Mr. Whitefield's life- 
time: the congregations having rather increaſed than 


' diminiſhed fince his death. Many have run to and 


„ fro, and knowledge hath been increaſed“ among 
them. Some of thoſe that more conſtantly miniſter to 
this people, are men of no mean gifts, and preach 
much to their edification. Theſe are occafionally aſſiſted 
by others from the country, who provide 3 temporary 
ſupply for their own flocks, in order to perform this 
work and labor of love; to which they are farther ex- 
cited by the reſpect they bear to the memory of their 
dear deceaſed friend and brother. Young miniſters, 
either ordained or unordained, who are hopelels as to 
any preferment in the church, and whoſe names are caft 
out with contempt, find refuge here and a kind recep- 
tion; and have an opportunity of trying or exerciſing 
their gifts. lng N 

One of thoſe in particular I cannot help taking ſome 
notice of, as there is ſomething very ſingular in his cha- 
racter. He is the ſon of a gentleman, and was intended for 
the miniſtry in the eſtabliſhment : but being refuſed ordi- 
nation, on account of his connections with ſome men of an 


obnoxious character, and for fome irregularities in his con- 


duct at the Univerſity, in prematurely exercifing his gifts 
in a miniſterial way; he was too full of new tine to ſubmit 
any longer to confinement ; and therefore, ordained by 
the great Biſhop of ſouls, he was ſent. forth to preach 
the goſpel, and came among this people in the very 
ſpirit and power of their late Elias. He treads exactly 
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in his ſteps; goes out into the highways and hedges, 
like his predeceffor, and compels ſinners to come in. 
He preaches to town, to Fernſalem ſinners: ſinners of 
all ſorts and degrees he invites ro Chriſt, to accept of 
his ſalvation : and his labors have been bleſſed to the 
awakening of many ſouls. There is ſuch a ſimilarity 
in his ifs in many reſpects, to thoſe for which Mr. 
Whiteficld was ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed from other 
miniſters ; natural withal, without the leaſt air of imi- 
tation; that the old hearers ſay, the ſpirit of former 
times is revived again among them. He is very earneſt 
in his addreſſes to the conſcience, and does it in a very 
ſtriking and affecting manner, It is impoſſible to ſay 
at NN what ſort of a miniſter he will be, when his 
gifts and abilities are more ſet, his judgment ripened, 
and his youthful zeal is ſomewhat abated: but he ſeems 
to promiſe great future eminency and extenſive uſeful- 

neſs in the church of Chriſt *. * 
Nor can I omit to mention a pleaſing group of 
young ſons of Levi, who were lately preſented to the 
people at thoſe two places of worſhip, and in a moſt 
ſolemn manner dedicated to the Lord, to be laborers 
in his vineyard, Some cf them exerciſed their gifts 
there, and approved themſelves, though young, yet 
able miniſters of the New Teſtament. hey were 
ſeven in number: and theſe, together with one at their 
head, full fraught with zeal and the Spirit of the Lord, 
who had alſo occaſionally labored at theſe places, are 
embarked for America; to be ſtationed for a time at 
the college at Georgia, late the Orpban bouſe: and 
from thence to be ſent out, as opportunity ſhall offer, 
to preach the goſpel among rhe Americans. This 
college is now, and has been ſince the death of Mr. 
Whitefield, the founder thereof, under the direction of 
an eminent ele Lady; whoſe zeal in thè cauſe f God 
is not to be equalled, Perhaps, by any one of her ſex 
Wo 04-17 ROY. eee eee e box) eee 
* Since theſe ſheets. were written, the gentleman here alluded to 
has been ordained a minifter of che eſtabliſhed church; but he ſtill 

lends his afiſtance to this people as before. 
in 
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in all Chriſtendom. And ſhould her character be faith- 
fully tranſmitted to poſterity, together with a true ac- 
count. of her, great undertakings for the cauſe of God, 
in order to ſpread the goſpel and the ſavor of Chriſt's 
precious name among all ranks of people, ſhe muſt be 
revered by after ages, and conſidered as a prodigy of 
that ſhe lived in. The above young men were trained 
VP Ret her Ladyſhip's patronage at a college in 
Wales; which was founded by her Ladyſhip in order 
to qualify men for the miniſtry of different denomi- 
nations *, 

Beſides theſe congregations, which are the largeſt of 
any in this place, are thoſe under the care and auto- 
cracy of the Rev. Mr. W——y, who was, Whitefield's 


cotemporary from the beginning of their ſetting out to 


preach the goſpel. And on account of that cordial 
affection which ſubſiſted between them to the end of 
Mr. Whitefield's days (notwithſtanding a difference in 
principles) and as theſe people have borne an equal 
ſhare of reproach and contempt for the name of Chriſt; 
I ſhall take notice of them next; as they ſeem, for 
theſe reaſons, to be moſt nearly allied to each other. 
You may probably expect I ſhould give you ſome 
| ſketch or outlines of Mr. W——y's character: but 
being perſuaded you cannot be altogether ignorant of 
it, and as it would puzzle and baffle the {kill of the 
moſt able biographer to give any tolerable reſemblance 
of him (unleſs he had the art of drawing ſeveral like- 
neſſes in one;) I am rather inclined to paſs it over in 
Glence. Yet it would be the height of injuſtice towards 
him, not to acknowledge he has been indefatigable in 
his labors. Ide compaſſes fea and land to make 
proſelytes to his opinions, and to bring them into con- 
nection with himſelf, and chen takes the moſt effectual 
methods to ſecure them therein. 


* Another ordained n iniſter, of uncommon abilities and a fervent 
zeal for God, has lately preached with great ſucceſs among this 
people: und he alſo has taken poſſeſſion of ſome airy phuralitics near 
the metropolis ; from which he has received ſome the, which being 

the fr? fruits, he has dedicated them ta his matter's uſe. 
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When he firſt ſet out, he began preaching © re- 
<«< pentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
c Jeſus Chrift;” as the only way for ſinners to obtain 
pardon of fin, juſtification of their perſons, and the 
final ſalvation of their ſouls. And the Lord bleſſed 
the word thus diſpenſed by him, and gave it great 
ſucceſs: and had he continued to preach m the fame 
ſcriptural manner, it had been well. But he is an 
awiul inſtance of the obſervation I made in my former 
letter of ſome, who, in the height of their zeal in op- 
poſing an error, unwarily fall into the contrary ex- 
treme. And unhappily for him and for thouſands in 
connection with him, inſtead of ſeeing his miſtake and 
being recovered from it, he has been ever ſince plung- 
ing deeper and deeper in the mire of error; till the 
goſpel is ſo corrupted, and the glory of the free, rich, 
and ſovereign grace of God is fo obſcured by him; 
that it 1s doubred by many great and good men, 
whether he and the generality of the preachers in con- 
nection with him do molt ſervice or differvice to the 
cauſe of God. 

His years and paſt labors claim, however, ſome re- 
ſpect and reverence : and pity and prayers for him may 
do lim more real good than the reproachful tongue, 
or the pen dipt in gall: for he proves to be incorrigible 
by thete, having had long experience of their inefficacy. 
To his own maſter he ſtands or falls. Yet it is neceſ- 
ſary that the errors which he ſo induſtrioufly propa- 
gates, ſhould be oppoſed : for the cauſe of God and 


* 


his truth ſhould never ſuffer out of reſpect to any 


man, however venerable his grey hairs may render 
him in our eyes. His invariable attachment to the 
cauſe of Arminianiſm, for many years paſt, has drawn 
upon him the pen of controverſy and the cenſures of 
many good men: all of whom he has endeayored to 
anſwer ; but generally does it in a very looſe, ambi- 
guous manner, His time, which is not employed in 
preaching, being much taken up in — — 1 at- 
tairs, and regulating his numerous ſocieties, he is 
obliged to engage others to anſwer his antagoniſts for 

| him; 
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him; when it requires more time than he can ſpare: 
and of thoſe his doughty champions he has various ſorts; 
from a-vicar down to a cobler. Of preachers alſo, who 
are chiefly of the lay-kind, he has a numerous band in 
his pay. He has many places of worthip' in and about 
this town; but the two moſt conſiderable are ſituate 
the one in Moorfields, which is called the Foundery, 
and the other a Chapel in Weſt-ftreet, near the Seven 
Dials. A ſucceſſion of preachers is to be found con- 
tinually at all his places; for it is not conſiſtent with 
3 that any of them ſhould ſtay long in a place. 

in this quick rotation, it now and then happens 
that a man of ſome learning, of miniſterial gifts and 
abilities, and ſome knowledge of evangelical truths, 
may be heard at thoſe places: but this is very rare, 
for the generality of them are rather illiterate and ig- 
norant men: they ſerve, however, for hewers of wood 
and drawers of water. 

It muſt be acknowledged, that, however erroneous 
the leader may be, his followers have ſomething good 
and worthy of imitation about them in general. They 
appear to be more ſeparated from the world than moſt 
other profeſſors ; are very exemplary in their lives and 
converſations, whatever principles they may act from: 
and I verily beheve the Lord has a goodly company 
of his ele people among them, who ſhall finally be 
brought to glory; although they are trightened at the 
term, and have no notion of being brought to heaven 
unleſs it be by their own (not God's) good will and ſove- 
reign pleaſure. 

Leaving theſe two ſects (if they may be ſo called) 
who are the moſt obnoxious to the world in general, 
and are honored moſt with its reproach z; I would next 
turn your attention to the eſtabliſhed church, and 
mention ſome of thoſe: miniſters who are faithful o 
her real intereſts; and are not aſhamed. but think it 
their privilege, to preach her doctrines in her pulpits; 
though they are n with ſome obnoxious name 
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The moſt eminent and popular, and of che longeſt 
anding is the Rev Mr. R ez who has been 
reaching the goſpel in various churches in this city, 
tween twenty and thirty years, in the moſt: powerful 
and ſucceſsful manner: and many frals have been ſet 
to his miniſtry, which will be * his joy and crown of 
<« rejoicing in the day of Chriſt;“ whoſe faithful laborer 
he, through grace, has been. "Though doubt not but 
you have often heard of him, as well as of thoſe I 
have mentioned before; and perhaps have read ſome 
of his writings; yet it may not be unacceptable to you, 
— I ſhould give you ſome particulars of him, reſpect- 
his abilities and manner of preaching ; which I 
am tolerably well acquainted with, having heard him 

almoſt conſtantly for theſe twenty years and upwards. 
When I firſt began to hear him, he was, and had 
for ſome years been, a very popular preacher. Not 
ſo much, at this time, from his preaching evangelical 
truths, as from a peculiar ſpiritedneſs and energy in His 
manner of preaching, and from his being efteemed a 
man-of -univerſal learning. In his ſermons he always 
took notice of any remarkable public occurrences ; 
and ſometimes in a political view: he. boldly bore his 
teſtimony againſt the reigning fins and vices of the 
times; and powerfully denounced the judgments of 
God againſt them. One thing ſtruck me particularly 
in his, preaching from the firſt, which I cannot help 
mentioning: and it was this; ſo ſoon as he had divided 
his text into different heads, he always put up a ſhort 
prayer, with great fervency, to the Spirit of God, beg- 
ging his aſſiſtance and a bleſſing while the word was 
preaching. His prayers were heard, and he was led 
by the teaching of the Spirit into clearer views-of the 
myſtery of the goſpel; and particularly of man's total 
depravity and corruption by the fall, together with 
his utter helpleſſneſs in this ſtate. This ſubject, as it 
ſtruck him in 2 very ſtrong light, he labottd, _ 

ceſſantly for ſome years; ſceing plainly it lay at the 
3 of all real knowledge and true experience 
of f we things. And at this time he publiſhed his 
Comment 
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Comment on the 107th/Pſalm : in which this doctrine 
is exhibited in a variety of views/ —— a moſt excel- | 
lent and ſtriking manner- yo 507 gig 
When this truth had been ſtrongly inoulomed! and 
rivetted upon the minds and hearts of his hearers; 
though he never failed to point out the remedy for all 
the miſeries incurred by the fall to convinced ſinners, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; yet he now, in a more particular 
manner, was led to preach and inſiſt upon the imputa- 
tion of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt for a ſinner's juſtifi- 
cation in the fight of God. This doctrine he hkewiſe 
moſt ably defended and maintained. And as this im- 
rtant truth was founded entirely upon the Divinity 
of Jeſus Chriſt (for otherwiſe it muſt be a mere chimera) 
he moſt ſtrenuouſly ſupported it with irrefragable argu- 
ments againſt the prevailing hereſies of the day; viz. 
of Arianiſm and Socinianiſm. He no leſs earneſtly con- 
tended for the Perſonality and Divinity of the Holy 
Spirit againſt the blaſphemies of an infidel, ſcoffing 
age; well knowing that without his Divine operations 
and influences. upon. the hearts of men, they never 
could come to the knowledge and experience of the 
bleſſings of ſalvation. So that the doctrine of the 
Trinity became a favorite, as well as a frequent, ſub- 
ject of his diſcourſes: in which he explained the per- 
ſonality of the“ THREE that bear record in heaven,“ 
and their diſtin& offices in the ceconomy of man's ſal- 
vation, againſt all Sabellians, as well as more groſs 
oppoſers of the doctrines of the goſpel. And this he was 
induced to do the more frequently, not only becavſe 
the oppoſite opinions greatly prevailed, but becauſe he 
perceived plainly that all errors, however remote they 
may appear to be, originated in the miſtakes men 
uſually make about this fundamental truth; which 
enters into the very eſſence of all real experimental 
Chriſtianity. For he maintained, that unleſs the offices 
of the three Divine Perſons in the Godhead be diſtin- 
guiſhed in the judgment, and due honors 'afcribed / to 
each z errors in principle would neceſſarily enſue: and 


that all the hereſies and errors that are at preſent in rorld, 
wor 
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world, and now infeſt the church of Chriſt, may be 


clearly traced up to this grand ſource: as it will be 
found upon examination, that each of them robs one 
or other of the adorable THREE of the glory of his 
office and perfections. 1 1 
As he was led on ſtep by ſtep in his own experience 
and faw deeper into the myſtery of the covenant of 
Phun his preaching was always a counterpart thereof. 
hus as he ſaw clearly that the bleſſings of ſalvation 
were all treaſured up in Chriſt, were freely beſtowed 
n the ſinner, and received by him through faith in 
the promiſes of the goſpel; which faith was alſo a free 
ift, and wrought in his heart by the Holy Spirit; he 
hen not only inſiſted upon this grand truth in his 
preaching, but alſo publiſhed a treatiſe upon the ſub- 
ject, called, The Life of Faith, His deſign both in this 
treatiſe and in his preaching was, to eſtabliſh the be- 
hever upon Chriſt, in order that he might live upon 
his fulneſs, and fo derive from him all needful ſup- 
plies of grace and all the bleſſings of ſalvation, freely 
nted him in the goſpel: and by this means be 


enabled to walk humbly, holily, and happily in the 


ways of God; till he ſhould attain the end of his faith, 
the full, compleat, and everlaſting ſalvation of his foul. 
But diſcovering many believers to fail herein, he pub- 
liſhed, a few years ago, another treatiſe, in two volumes, 
called, The Walk of Faith: in which he collected and 
brought into a regular view the ſubſtance of what he 
had been preaching upon the ſubject for ſome years 
before. | 

At preſent he preaches with his uſual life and warmth 
at St. A—s; B—k-F s, of which he 1s Rector ; 
and at St, D——-n's in the Weſt, of which he is Lec- 
turer, to crouded anditories. At the latter of theſe 
places he has preached the evetiing lecture on Sundays 
and Thurſdays between twenty and thirty.years ; and 
has been Rector of the former about ſeveit. © Being now 
grown reſpectable by age, as well as by his learfting 
and labors in the work of his miniftry; he is become a 
Father, as it were, to all the young miniſters who — 

raiſe 


191 
raiſed up in the eſtabliſnment: to whom they readily 
reſort, and whom he receives with all the affection of a 
parent; puts them up into his pulpit; and by his counſel 
encourages them to go on, truſting in the Lord to direct 
their way, and to point out to them their places of 
labor in his vineyard. R „ 029i oat 

His manner of preaching is not with the enticing words 


1 


7 


of man's wiſdom (with which he is very capable of tick- 


ling people's ears; ) but with the utmoſt ſimplicity; yet 
with the demonſtration of the Spirit and with power. 
His learning he lays intirely aſide, except when it is 
neceſſary to uſe it in a critical way, to explain any par- 
ticular paſſages of ſcripture, which feem obſcure in the 
tranſlation. It is remarkable what life, power, and 
unction conſtantly attend his preaching : ſo that few, 
believe, fit under his miniſtry, but what receive ſome. 
warm impreſſions at leaſt, every time they hear him; if 
they were ever quickened by the Spirit of God at all. 
You will, probably, be ready to tell me, I have. drawn 
this man of God in very bright colors, without any 
ſhade at all; and that therefore my picture is not good, 
for it cannot be a juſt likeneſs of any mortal. Let it 
ſuffice if I fay, in anſwer to this, that he neither 
preaches perfection in the creature, nor thinks himſelf 
poſſeſſed of it. He is ſenſible of his having many of 
the frailties incident to human nature; bnt as I would 
wiſh to caſt them all into ſhade, let this general 
acknowledgement ſuffice for the dark ground of the 
picture, or rather, of the rough ſketch, I have drawn 
of him. I mean not to be any man's panegyriſt : and 
he, leaſt of all, would thank me for it, if I were his. 
All I aim at is, to have ſuch a ſenſe upon my own 
ſoul of the bleffings which theſe good men are to the 
church of Chriſt; and to convey ſome impreſſion 
thereof to my friend ; that both our hearts. may be ex- 
cited to ſome proportionable degree of thankfulneſs and 


praiſe for tbe mmm 

What a contraſt, my dear friend, is this good man's 
preaching to what is commonly heard in our churches, 
as mentioned in my Jaſt ? From this ſpecimen of you 
— will 


( 28 ) 
will be able to judge of t er of calling ſuc 
preachers,” Goſpel-minifters, The epithet certainly ſuits 
them, as what they preach is good ms to ſinners, 
ald that only: the other kind of prehching having a 
dfrect tendency to diſtreſs awakened conſciences, in- 
ſtead of comforting them; in direct op. to the 
commiflion given to the miniſters of the goſpel, men- 
tioned in the 40th chapter of the prophecy of Iſaiah, 
«Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, &c:” And the 
reaſon why they ſhould be comforted: is ſubjoined: 
Say unto her, that her warfare is accompliſhed, that 
* her iniquity is pardoned.” Therein lies the great 
ſource of comfort, that every true miniſter may tell 
the awakened ſoul who comes to Chriſt by faith, that 
his iniquity is pardoned. This our modern divines 
being ignorant of themſelves, hide from the people, 
and tell them the warfare muſt be firſt accompliſhed 
and victory be obtained over the powers of darkneſs 
by themſelves, before they can expect any comfort from 
beheving the pardon of their ſins. 

But to return. Beſides this champion of God and 
his truth, there are ſome few others, young men, that 
are ſound in the faith and full of zeal for the glory of 
God and the good of fouls, who have Lectureſhips in 
"this city: and the Lord ſeems to bleſs their labors to 
the people where they preach. One church in parti- 
' cular, is highly favored in this reſpect; having not 
only the great champion before-mentioned for its 
Rector, but one of thoſe young men for its Curate and 
Lecturer; who is mighty in the Scriptures; like his 
patron, preaches the pure goſpel, in an experimental 
manner; and 1s growing in excellency and uſefulneſs 
daily. O that it may pleaſe the Lord to open more 
doors in the church for thoſe he has lately ſent forth !— 
But his work does not ſeem to be either great or in- 
creaſing in this place: theſe therefore ſeem to be 
deſtined for the country: and may he make them a 
bleſſing wherever he is pleaſed to ſend them. 
There is another miniſter” of great eminence and 
popularity in the eſtabliſhment, although his Naced 
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1 of preaching is not a pariſn church. The miniſter 


allude to is the Rev. Mr. Mn, who i is chap: 
to the L-k-H——h; and: preaches in a chapeſ be- 
longing to it. Here indeed Religion, walks in her. er 
ſlippers, with her flowing robes and train of attendants; 
reclines upon her couch, chants to the ſound, of, the 
viol, and lives delicately like a lady. Here the pro- 
« feſſion of the goſpel is attended with eaſe and honor 
to many; who think it honorable to aſſociate occalionally 
with the excellent of the earth, and who find it amea 
tranſition from the gaities and- pleaſures of the worl 
which they alternately embrace and find delight 1n— 
But methinks 1 hear my friend, while he is reading 
this, crying out in a fit of ſurprize and with the greatel 


emotion of ſpirit, What! have Chriſt and Belial con- 


« cord then have light and darkneſs communion ! 


or can the profeſſion of the goſpel be attended with 


« ſuch conformity to the world] Though what I 
have mentioned be ſtrictly true; yet, leſt you ſhould 
form any wrong ideas from it, either of the miniſter, 
the place, or the people, I muſt beg leave to be alittle 
more explicit upon each of theſe particulars. 

And firſt, with reſpe& to the miniſter: of whom I 
ſhall endeavor to give you ſuch an account, as may 
enable you to form a tolerably juſt conception of 
him; for to none is the religious world more in- 
debted for his labors, than to him; as they have 
always been perfectly free and diſintereſted. Mr. 
M -n- was bred to the profeſſion of the law 
and pleaded at the bar: where in all probability 7 * 
would have arrived to a diſtinguiſhed degree of eminence. 
But the Lord had deſigned him for his ſervice, and 
therefore called him to the knowledge of hs law; ,of 
which he made him an able expoſitor to the people; 
and retained him to plead his cauſe with ſinners, andi to 
point them to the GREAT ApvocaTE, who never. ails 
of ſucceſs in any cauſe he takes in hand, however 
deſperate ĩt may appear to be. About eighteen years 
ago he engaged in the work af the miniſtry: ns | 
a man of a plentiful fortune, he never ſought for any 
preferment in the church. He was om by nohler 

motives 


CW 3 
motives than thoſe of ſeeking his own intereſt. It 
was not his own, but others good he had at heart, in 
taking upon him holy orders; and aimed to promote 
their moſt eſſential intereſts thereby, even the 8 
of their immortal fouls, He was therefore willing to 
embrace any open door to preach the glad tidings of 
that ſalvation, of which he, through grace, was now 
made a happy partaker. D 
Some few years after his ordination, by a particular 
providence and his own voluntary offer, his lot was caſt 
at the L-k-H———1; to preach the goſpel to a ſet 
of poor unfortunate wretches, who were ſuffering the 
evident and immediate effects of a ſinful courſe, in all 
the pains and miſeries of loathſomely diſeaſed bodies, 
Here he preached for two or three years in a part of 
the hoſpital ; where his miniſtry was ſo well attended, 
and the place was ſo much crowded, by ſtrangers as 
well as by thoſe that belonged to the hoſpital, that it 
was judged expedient to build a chapel to it. For 
which purpoſe a ſubſcription was opened, a chapel was 
begun, and very ſpeedily compleated. The inſide of 
it was finiſhed in an elegant taſte, and decorated with 
an organ and every neceſſary and decent ornament, that 
could tend to render it a compleat place for divine 
worſhip. Mr. M——-n being a gentleman of a refined 
taſte, and having had, in the days of his vanity, a 
particular liking for muſick, and a genius for the ſame 
which he had improved; he was now deſirous of enrich- 
ing the church of Chriſt with whatever he poſſeſſed, 
that could be converted to the uſe of the ſanctuary. 
In order, therefore, to render the ſervice of God as 
compleat as poſſible in this place, and in ſome reſpect 
worthy of that glorious Being who was profeſſedly 
worſhipped there; he, in conjunction with ſome other 
gentlemen, ſupporters of this charity, compaſed ſeveral 
tunes to a collection of hymns, which he had publiſhed 
for the uſe of the Chapel, and taught them to the con- 
gregation. Many of which would have done no diſ- 
credit to a theatre, had they been performed at one: 
but were much more proper for the ſervice of God, 
reſpecting the excellency of them; as he, and he only, 
123 15 
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3 worthy to be ſeryed with the beſt of all we poſſeſs: 
and we rob him of his nga when we withhold it AY 


bim. 
Thus he 1 his time ans his talents ©, — 
ſervice of God and eſteemed it an honor to be counted 
worthy to ſuffer reproach and ſhame, for the name of 
Chriſt: for he now experienced the truth of the apoſ- 


tic's declaration, “ that all who will live godly. in 


„ Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecution” His abilities 
as a preacher are univerſally confeſſed by the crowds of 
all forts that attend his miniſtry. People of high rank 
and of the moſt refined taſte and judgment have been 
often charmed with his eloquence ; while thoſe of an 
inferior (claſs have been equally edified and warmed 
with the evangelical doctrines that haye been delivered 
by him. And many ſouls have been given him as ſeals 
to his miniſtry ; ſo that he has no reaſon to complain, 
that he has labored in vain or ſpeat his ſtrength for 
nought.—— What a ſignal inſtance of the power of 
divine grace, my dear friend, is this good man! Before 
his converſion he was a perfect Deiſt, I am informedz 
laughing at all revelation, and treating it with the ut- 
moſt ſcoun and contempt; and living, as all Deiſts do, 
in the gratification of his ſenſual appetites and paſſions, 
without hope, and without God in the world. But 
behold the 2 now turned into a ſtar I— He who was 
once too wiſe in his own. conceit, and too proud to ſub- 


mit to any but @ God of bis own framing, now Itoops. ta 


liſten to the voice of inſpiration, to xeceive its divine 
counſel, and to pay adorations to that Chriſt, the 
Gop-Max, whom No. once deſpiſed. See him receiving 
with awe and re his royal mandates, and chear- 
fully obeying t — though he incurs thereby the con- 
tempt and inſults of his farmer companions in ignorance 
and iniquity : who are all puzzled and: contounded, 
that one ſo /enfible ſhauld — quch a fo, ſuch a 
mad enthuſiaſt, as to forego the pleaſures and advantages 


of life, which a plentifnl Tink — affords ; for the lake 
of — which they ſuppoſe to be merely; 1 UNAgHATY mr 
But Verve, is the n of e So great, that 


the 
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the natural man diſcerns no wiſdom nor excellency in 
11 | 


Excuſe, my dear friend, this long digreſſion. The 
reflection naturally aroſe in my mind, and I was even 
conſtrained to give it vent; though it interrupted my 
ſubject. But I now return to it again. Other miniſ- 
ters from all parts of the country, of different gifts and 
abilities, occaſionally lend their ſervices at this place: 
by which means an agreeable variety keeps up the life 
of it, as a place of public reſort : for it is always crouded 
on Sundays, and well filled on Wedneſday and Friday 
evenings, which are the days of preaching in the week. 
But beſides theſe occaſional ſervices, Mr. M n has 
always an aſſiſtant; for the labor of late years has been 
too great for him alone. And there has been a ſucceſ- 
ſion of theſe ſince the chapel has been built; who were 
chiefly young men, and moſt of them poſſeſſed of ex- 
cellent gifts for the work of the miniſtry. Theſe alſo 
have been much bleſſed to the people: and ſome of 
them ſeemed to bid fair for the higheſt degree of emi- 
nency and uſefulneſs, and for becoming ſtars of the 
firſt-magnitude, in the church of Chriſt. When J have 
ſometimes ſeen in this place any one of theſe young 
men ſtanding up in the pulpit, and preaching under a 
divine afflatus of the Spirit, in the midſt of a polite 
and crouded audience; all ſitting fixed with attention ; 
approving, admiring, and applauding his ſermon: when 
I have obſerved him thus ſet upon a pinnacle of the 
temple, as it were; ſeeing his danger, and conſcious of 
my own weakneſs, O how have I trembled for him 


leſt the enemy of ſouls, by his temptation to ſpiritual 
pride, ſhould caſt him down headlong from thence, 
and hurt him greatly by the dreadful fall. I cannot 
help thinking, therefore, that 


young miniſters of good 


abilities, who are employed at this place, require great 
ballaſt of grace, to prevent their bark from being over- 
ſet by the briſk gales of applauſes and careſſes of the 
congregation: for the favor and ſiniles of the great (as 
well as the fear of men) are apt to bring a ſnare. 


Many 


6320 | 

Many circumſtances conſpire to make this' a much 
frequented place of worſhip. - Mr. Mn being, as 
betore mentioned, a gentleman of an independent 
fortune, as well as an eloquent and popular preacher — 
the chapel being uncommonly neat and elegant and 
the ſinging being far ſuperior to what is uſual at other 
churches; are circumſtances. that have drawn many of 
the polite and faſhionable world to hear the goſpel at 
this place. Some of whom have received ſuch ſerious 
impreſſions under the word preached, that a change of 
manners, at leaſt, has been produced thereby: while 
others have diſcovered marks of a found converſion : 
but of theſe the number is but ſmall ; © for not many 
« wiſe, or mighty, or noble are called. As ſome 
grow tired and flack in their attendance, and drop off, 
returning to their pleaſures and follies again; others, 
by curioſity or requeſt of friends, are induced to come: 
ſo that there is a ſucceſſion of new faces of this claſs 
to be ſeen there continually ; indicating the love of that 
variety, which is the life of the gay and pleaſure- taking 
world: who, for a change, when other amuſements, 
by their continual round, begin to grow flat and in- 
ſipid, can take up with an occaſional profeſſion of the 
goſpel. For here the croſs is lined with velvet: and 
reproach, that bugbear to moſt, is here avoided; while 
they continue Hearers only, and not deers of the word: 
which makes this place the more acceſſible to all ſorts 
of people. And it may be conſidered, in a peculiar 
manner, as an open door, ſet by Chriſt before the people 
of diſtinction in this city: which is certainly one of the 
greateſt bleſſings and privileges they can be favored 
with ; to have the goſpel preached to them in ſuch an 


unexceptionable manner. And were they duly ſenfible 


of it, they would eſteem it infinitely above all the 
riches, the titles, the honors, or pleaſures, which this 
world can beftow upon its greateſt votaries. 
By this time, my dear friend, you begin to perceive, 
I imagine, that I wrote neither parables nor paradoxes 
above, when I ſaid © religion waiked in her filver 
<« {lippers, &c. &c.” Perhaps there is not in all Chriſ- 
D tendom 
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tendom a place where extremes are found to meet as 
they do in this. Where there is a more pure goſpel 
reached and more carnal hearers: more plain, ſini ple, 
LES ſouls—and more nice, curious, and critical ones. 
But what ſhall we ſay to theſe things? Shall we wiſh 
the latter ſort of both theſe claſſes to abſent themſelves 
from it? No, by no means: it is good for all to be 
where the Lord is paſſing. by: for a word may be ſent 
home to the heart by the Spirit of God, which may 
prove as an arrow of conviction in their conſcience, and 
terminate in a real converſion, whatever motive may 

have induced them to come to hear *, 
We will next take a view of ſome of the diſſenting 
congregations and their miniſters, among whom the 
wer of religion is to be found. And it is with plea- 
ure I can inform you, my dear friend, that ſome of 
the ſhepherds of theſe flocks are men of learning, of 
known abilities, of good judgments, and ſound in the 
faith: and what is rather unuſual, of catholic ſpirits; 
not ſo ſtrait laced as is too common with men of this 
denomination. For when the genuine ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tianity among the different ſects of proteſtants, diſſent- 
ing from the eſtabliſhed church, begins to decline, and 
the power of religion ſinks into formality z it generally 
terminates in a ſpirit of bigotry to thoſe peculiarities, by 
which one ſect is diſtinguiſhed from another, The moſt 
eminent and popular among thoſe of more enlarged 
minds and candid ſpirits, are the Rev. Drs. G——n, 
G6 — d and T r; Meſſrs B——:r, H n, and 
P—-s. Theſe, and ſome others of leſs note, according 
to their different gifts and abilities, preach the goſpel 
from an experience of the power of it upon their own 
ſouls. And among their reſpective flocks there are 
many eminent and exemplary Chriſtians. But theſe 
congregations in general are not ſo lively, nor do they 
diſcover ſo much of the power of religion, as thoſe I 


* 


Mr. M——n is indiſputably the greateſt benefactor tg this 
Charity (the Father of it only excepted, if any he excepted) as the 
profits ariſing from the ſeat, of the Chapel, which are all let ont, 
are, after the neceſſary expences are paid, appropriated entirely to 
the uſe of the Charity; his own labors being perfectly free. 
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before mentioned. There is more of formality to be 
found among them: they do not poſſeſs much of the 
ſpirit of their paſtors, who labor to deſtroy a party 
ſpirit among them; ſeeing it to be ar leaſt injurious to, 
if not deſtructive of, the power of godlineſs in the 
heart. May the Lord revive his work among them; 
and make them more emulous of imitating their re- 
nowned forefathers of the laſt age. | 

As my intention 1s to give you as clear an idea as 
poſlible of the people of any denomination that I par- 
ticularly mention, I muſt beg to be a little more ex- 
plicit concerning one ſect of the diſſenting party. And 
I flatter mylelf your candor will induce you to think 
me wholly diveſted of prejudice and partiality reſpect- 
ing any fect, though what I mention of them may not 
bear the moſt favorable aſpect towards them. That 
which I at preſent allude to, is the Baptiſts, as they are 


called: among whom I readily confeſs ſome miniſters 
are to be found, who are not deſtitute of life and ire, 


notwithſtanding they are ſo fond of the oppoſite element 
which you know has a natural tendency to extinguiſh 
it. And it has been frequently known to have had 
that effect upon moſt of thoſe, who have been proſe- 


| Iyted to that perſuaſion from other Chriſtian congrega- 


tions: which art of proſelyting they are very diligent 
in the practice of. To ſuch it has often proved the 
bane of the little life and power of godlineſs they had 
left: for they are generally upon the decline before 
they are caught in the ſnare; and when once they have 
been immerſed, it ſeems, by its effects, to have been 
in a ſea of ſtrife and bigotry : for they uſually contract 
thereby a {uperſtitious, vain opinion of their own way, 
and a contempt for all others who follow them not 
therein. And having got, by one ſingle plunge, all 
that their lukewarm, wavering hearts were ſeck ing at- 
ter; they can then, with great compoſure of mind and 
ſelf-confidence, ſit down at the long table, and take a 
hearty nap in their profeſſion upon their watery pillow: 
with a perſuaſion that they are now members of the 
true, the only true church, who follow Chriſt in a/7 his 

D 2 ordinances; 
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(90) 
ordinances; and that the covenant is ſo ſecure that 
they cannot break it: therefore they need not be ſo 
legal as ſome are, nor make ſo much ado about watch- 
ing, ſtriving and praying. Thoſe who ſee not with 
their eyes, (which, waſhed in their miraculous water, 
can immediately pierce through the clouds, and diſcern 
unrevealed, eternal things) they deem mere children in 
knowledge: and with fome expreſſions of pity, they 
hope they will fee things in a different light ſoon, 

Mechinls, notwithitanding my caution, my friend 
begins to ſuſpect I have loſt all candor, and now begin 
to be cenſorious. But is there not a cauſe for what I 
have mentioned? There is: J have often ſeen the ef- 
fects above deicribed. And you will pleaſe to remem- 
ber that I have been writing chiefly about thoſe wha 
have been proſelyted to this ſect and re-baptized. I 
muſt, however, do the Baptiſts the juſtice to acknow- 
ledge, that though this is too commonly the cafe; yet 
there are ſome among them, both proſeiytes and others, 
who poſſeſs more of the ſpirit of Chriſt, and are not ſo 
full of bigotry : whole friendſhip 1 eſteem, and from 
whoſe preaching and converlation I often receive ſpi- 
ritual profit and edification. 

The ume would fail me to tell of all the ranters and 
heretics that have ſeparated themſelves from the true 
followers of Chriſt, and railed congregations of their 
own; to whom they preach their heterodox opinions; 
and therein fulfil the apoitle Peter's prediction con- 
cerning them, when he ſays, There ſhall be falſe 
8 teachers 2mong you, who privily ſhall bring in damn- 
able hereſtes, even denying the Lord that bought 
„them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction. 
« And many ſhall follow their. pernicious ways, by 
ce reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken 
« of.” And the apoſtle John gives us another mark 
to know them by; when he ſpeaks of their predeceſſors 
in his days: They, went out from us, lays he, 


5 
N us.” 


e Us, they would, 1% doubt, have continued Wit 


And thus by their departurc from the true diſciples of 


Chriſt 


1 


are, with that beſt of * a pure goſpel : which 
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Chriſt they made it evident they were not of that 
number. I ſhall not trouble you with any particular 
account of theſe ; as it would be beſide my preſent de- 


ſign. I can only pray (and I know you will heartily 


Join with me therein) that the Lord may give them re- 
Pentance to the acknowledgment of the truth as it is 
in Jeſus; and that, renouncing their pernicious errors, 
they may be joined in fellowſhip again with the true 
followers of Chriſt, from whom they have ſeparated 
themſelves without caule. 

I ſhould now proceed to ſhew you what kind of fruit 
is to be found among thoſe congregations who are 
favored with a preached goſpel : for where great pains 
are taken in digging and planting, in manuring and 
watering; the great Huſbandman of the vineyard has a 
right to expect a produce of fruit ſome way anſwerable 
to the labor beſtowed; But this I perceive mult be the 
ſubjeC of another letter; as I find it impoſſible for me 
to make all the remarks I could wiſh to make in this, 
without ſwelling it to an enormous ſize. A third letter 
therefore, ſhall, I hope, ſpeedily follow this. In the 
mean time, beheve me to ber with the moſt unfeigned 
reſpect and the moſt cordial affection, 


Your faithful friend and brother 


in our dear Lord Jeſus; &c. &c. &c. 


Lr 


My Dran FgrENp, 


Flatter myſelf my laſt letter gave you ſome tolera- 
ble conception how highly favored we of this city 
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( 99 )- 
thoſe who know its value indefatigably preach to the 
people, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. In no age of the 
Chriſtian church, perhaps, did the divine goodneſs and 
condeſcenſion to the weakneſs, and even prejudices, of 
his profeſſing people, appear more conſpicuous, than 
in the preſent; and particularly in this great city: 
where people of all ranks are called by the preaching 
of the 88508 in a way adapted to their ſeveral capa- 
cities and ſtations. The Common People, who have in 
general caſt off all appearance, and loſt all ſenſe, of 
religion; who would never enter their pariſh churches, 
but ſpend their ſabbaths at an alehouſe or in the fields; 
the Lord is pleaſed to ſend out ſome of his miniſters 
after theſe into the fields, the highways, and hedges, 
to. compel them, by the conſtraints of divine mercy, 
to come into his houſe, and partake of the entertain- 
ment which infinite goodneſs has provided for them. 
The Middle ſort of People, who equally deſpiſe religion 
and all ſacred things with the former; 21 think that, 
becauſe their time is wholly taken up in their worldly 
concerns and buſineſs during the week, they have ſurely 
a right to ſpend the Sunday in pleaſure and recreation; 
theſe, in their excurſions into the country, are ſome- 
times excited by curiofity to ſtep into one of theſe 
places of worſhip in the outſkirts of the town, in which 
the goſpel is preached, and which have ſome obnoxious 
name given to them; and here, perhaps, divine mercy 
meets them, ſtops them in their career after their ſinful 
pleaſures, and excites them to flee from the wrath to 
come. The Phariſees of the age, who may be ſo 
{trongly attached to, and prejudiced in favor of, the. 
eſtabliſhed church, as to think there is no ſalvation to 
be cither. had or heard of, but within her walls; and 
would not for the world ſully their reputation, by going 
into any other place of worſhip, leſt they ſhould give 
their neighbors occaſion to ſay, they had changed their 
religion: ſuch may hear the goſpel in thoſe churches 


which J mentioned in rr in à way ſuited to their 
prejudices it they can 
to any other place of worſhip but their own: and if not, 


d far conquer them, as to go 


a charity- 
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a charity- ſermon (which the goſpel- miniſters are often 
called upon to preach) may give them an opportunity 
of hearing it, while they are immured within their own 
church-walls. The Rich and Great, who are naturally 
afraid of reproach and contempt, and would. ſooner 
loſe their lives almoſt, than be ſtigmatized with the 
name of entbuſiaſt, (a name which terrifies ſome delicate 
minds more than any that reflects the greateſt diſhonor 
upon their moral characters :) theſe have an opportu- 
nity of hearing the goſpel in a more polite way at the 
L—k-C 1: where, as I obſerved in my laſt, they 
may attend without incurring much cenſure for be- 
ing religious over-much, while they continue bearers 
only. 

This being the caſe, never ſurely could this inter- 
rogative challenge be uſed with more propriety to any 
profeſſing people, than to thoſe of London; What 
% could have been done more for my vineyard that 1 
have not done in it?” And after all this infinite 
goodneſs and condeſcenſion of the Lord, in ſending his 
goſpel among us, in ſuch a variety of ways, and by 
men of ſuch different gifts and abilities; you may na- 
turally be inclined to aſk me, © whether the people, 
* who are ſo highly favored and are led into ſuch rich 
“ paſtures of grace, are not tat, flouriſhing, and well- 
“ liking; and do not bring forth fruit abundantly to the 
glory of him, who hath done ſuch great things for 
„ them? - But too lamentably applicable to this is the 
anſwer of the prophet; © Wheretore when I looked 
„that it ſhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth 


<£ wild grapes?” Would I could fay, my friend, that 


as our privileges are greater than any other people's, 
perhaps, under heaven, our returns of gratitude, praiſe, 
love, and obedience were greater alſo. But here alas ! 
I could adopt the prophetic language and ſay, O 
* that my head were waters. and mine eyes a fountain 
<< of tears, that I might weep day and night!“ firſt, 
for my own deadneſs, barrenneſs, and baſe ingratitude; 
and then for thoſe of my fellow- profeſſors: for indeed 
we are all too gulpable herein. The lukewarmnets and 
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1 
conformity to the world of ſome, the deadneſs and 
barrenneſs of others, and the ſhameful falls and back- 


lidings of many, indicate too plainly that there are 


more Hearers of the word than doers of it; and that 
there 1s a great want of zeal for the Lord's glory among 
us: ſo that this ſcripture is verified in our day; “when 
« iniquity abounds, the love of many,” towards God, 
his ordinances, and his ways, ** waxeth cold.” Many in- 
deed have loſt their it love: this charge Chriſt may 
juſtly bring againſt the beſt congregations in London; 
while he has /omewhat more againſt others. 

I have been often led, from what paſſes within my 
own ſoul, as well as from what I have learned by my 
converſation with, and my obſervation of the conduct, 
of others, to conlider what are the common and chief 
caules of the declenſions of ſome, and of the apoſtacies 
of others, of God's profeſſing people. And I have 
made ſome obſervations, which, I truſt, have been, and 
will in future be, of uſe to my own ſoul; and may be 
of uſe to my friend alſo: for which reaſon I ſhall take 
the liberty to communicate ſome of the principal of 
them to you: and therein obey the apoſtle's injunction, 
which he gives to thoſe, who live near, and are in fellow- 
ſhip with, each other, to put in practice daily; “of ex- 
horting one another, leſt any of us be hardened 
through the deceitfulneſs of fin.” Nor was there ever 
a time, when it was more neceſſary for believers to 
« provoke one another unto love and to good works,” 
that © they may not be barren or unfruitful in the 
* knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” than the 
preſent, 

When the goſpel is firft carried to any particular 
place, where it was not preached before; at leaſt, with 
any degree of power; it is uſual for a great number of 
people, from various motives, to flock to hear it; and 
many immediately commence profeſſors of it. And as 
it does not appear at firſt, who are truly converted and 
who are not; 1t 1s but right to think well of all who 
have any appearance of grace in them, and of a ſerious 
concern tor the ſalvation of their ſouls. © You muſt _ 

l Orten 
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often obſerved, my friend, with delight and pleaſure, 
doubt not, a fruit tree in the ſpring in full bloom: 
how beautiful it has looked ! and how promiſing of a 
great produce of fruit! Juſt ſo have I ſeen it in the 
religious world, when the goſpel, like the ſun, has ſent 
its benign and genial influences among a people: a 
ſpring- time has appeared in a company of young pro- 
feſſors: there has been not. only the leaves of a profeſ- 
ſion, but many fair bloſſoms of zeal, activity, and dili- 
gence in attending the means; indicating, or reſemb- 
ling, the real effects of grace. Theſe were very plea- 
ſing to behold; and to have ſuſpected the ſincerity of 
any might have indicated a want of charity. But a 
little time having paſſed away, what a change has en- 
ſued ! Some blighting winds or nipping froſts of error 
or temptation have come upon them, and almoſt all 
the fair flowers have been untimely ſwept away; and 
but very few have ſtood and ſet for fruit. 

Others I have known, who ran well for a lon 
time, and ſeemed to bid fair for the kingdom of hea- 
ven; and were afterwards enſnared by the enemy of 
ſouls and their own carnal hearts, to fell their birth- 
right for a meſs of his pottage; a gratification of ſome 
luſt; which having ſtood in the way of their profeſſion, 
(and Satan ſuiting his temptation to the diſpoſition of 
their ſouls) they have given up the latter, rather than 
not gratify the former. Others again I have known 
who ſtood firm for a time, as if founded upon a rock; 
and endured much perſecution, and ſuffered the loſs of 
many things for. the name 'of Chriſt, while they were 
in a low and dependent ſtate: but no ſooner were they 
freed in any meaſure from their dependency, and were 
more at liberty to act in a capacity for themſelves, and 
began to proſper in the world ; than their zeal abated, 
the world gained the aſcendency in their hearts, and 
their profeſſion dwindled into an almoſt total formality. 
O Proſperity, Proſperity, what haſt thou done! Has 
Calamity ſlain at any time its thouſands ; thou, I am 
ſure, haft ſlain thy ten thouſands. - A deceirful enemy 
art thou! who comeſt under the maſk of a friend, and 

; promiſeſt 
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romiſeſt thine aſſiſtance to the poor, unwary ptofeſlory 
bo, not ſuſpecting any deſign or guile, nor apprehend- 
my any any danger from uy {miles and fair ſpeeches, falls 
enfibly into the lap of carnal eaſe z want of watch- 
fulneſs Aubert and ſoon he is found in the cloſe un- 
lawful embraces of that harlot of harlots, the WoxrD. 
From all which I cannot help concluding that a /miling 
world is the moſt dangerous, becauſe the leaſt ſuſpected 
enemy the believer has to engage with: for ſhe never 
aſſumes the appearance of a real foe; and for that rea- 
ſon he is leſs upon his guard. Every one (till experi- 
ence has taught him better) thinks himſelf capable of 
managing and employing aright the greateſt portion of 

worldly goods; and 1s therefore ardently ſeeking as 
ene a ſhare of them as he can poſſibly obtain. But 

d experience proves, that very few are capable of 
uling a moderate ſhare of riches as they ought; in 
fubſerviency to God's glory and their own fpiritual 
good. Seeing this is the caſe, how ought ſuch ſcrip- 
tures as theſe to thunder their wholeſome, ſeaſonable 
advice in the ears of all profeſſors— The friendſhip 
4 of the world is ENMITY with Gop: and if any man 
joye it.“ fo as to ſeek his happineſs from it, © the love 
of the FATRER is not in him.” Awful words! my 
friend; may they ever have their due weight and im- 
portance with us. 

I have often thought we ſhould have been muck 
puzzled in our judgments, and greatly at a loſs to ac- 
count for the falling away of many promiſing, flami 
profeſſors, if we had not had our Lord's parable of 
the ſower to direct our enquiries, For among a conſi- 
derable number of hearers of the word we are ſure to 
find ſome of each of the different ſorts mentioned in 
the parable, the fide, the ſtony, and thorny ground 
pack vc and their falling from their profeſſion, or re- 


maining barren and unfruitful in it, are owing to the 
very ſame cauſes as theirs mentioned in that parable. 
But what ſhall we ſay, when we fee fome, who, we 
doubt not, have in them the incorruptible ſeed of che 
word, reſemble the three former kinds ſo much, that 
7 | ix 


and promiſing, foever;) therefore, the proteſſion of any 
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it is difficult, not to ſay impoſſible; to diſtinguiſh them? 
who partially decline from, and ſometimes ſeem to 


have quite given up, their profeſſion; either by their 


eagerly purſuing the riches and honors, by drinking; of 
the pleaſures; or by immerſing themſelves deeper than 
they need in the cares and buſineſs, of the world: by 
which means they become barren and unfruitful for a 
time, to the great diſhonor of their Lord, and to the 
{tumbling and grieving other profeſſors. How unlike 
are ſuch to the fourth ſort mentioned in the parable? 
« Who receive the word into honeſt and good hearts, 
« and bring forth fruit, ſome thirty, ſome ſixty, and 
« ſome an hundred fold? One might with too much 
reaſon aſæk, Where ſhall we find ſuch Chriſtians now?” 
— Alas! alas! their number is, I fear, but ſmall, com- 
pared with the bulk of profeſſors who croud our chur- 
ches, chapels and meetings, where the goſpel is preached. 

When we diſcover the lukewarmneſs and barrenneſs 
of our own fouls, and ſee the ſame in our profeſſing 
friends and acquaintance, we are apt to conclude, too 
haſtily perhaps, againſt eurſelves, that we are not of 
the fourth ſort of hearers, and that we ſhall certainly 
fall away like one of the former three. Such a fear 
can be no bad ſign, but is rather an evidence of ſome 
fincerity in us; and ſhould therefore be cheriſhed : for 
that man” is pronounced “ bleſſed, who feareth al- 
« ways” who is poſſeſſed of a jealous, watchful fear 
of falling, or of offending his good and gracious. God, 
who daily pours down bleſſings innumerable upon him. 


One remark occurs to me from conſidering the above 


parable, which I will beg leave to mention; as it 
ſtrikes at the root of that ſoul-diſtreſſing notion, of 
da real believer falling finally from grace; which is 
no leſs diſhonorable to God, than injurious to the peace 
and comfort of the ſincere ſoul. u Bas rein 
The parable diſcovers to us two ſorts of hearers of 
the word eſſentially different from each other: one of 
which fall away and come to nothing; the other enduxe 
to tho end and bring forth much fruit. Ho ſpecious 


may 
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may be (like the ſtony-ground hearers, for inſtarice) 
yet if they endure but for a time, we are authorized 
by this parable to conclude they were never truly con- 
verted; never had their hearts prepared and made 
good ground by the Spirit of God: for if this had been 
the cafe, they would have continued in their profeſſion, 
and have brought forth fruit, though in different degrees; 
and would not have endured only for à time. When we 
ſee, therefore, the greateſt appearances of grace, in the 
moſt ſhining profeſſors, who after a while fall away and 
become apoſtates ; our ſurprize ſhould ceaſe (however 
we may lament their fall,) when we conſider this para- 
ble, which diſcovers to us ſo clearly the reafons of it. 

Of no leſs uſe do I conſider our Lord's meſſage by 
his apoſtle John to the ſeven churches of Ala, as re- 
corded in the ſecond and third chapters of the Revela- 
tions, for behevers to examine themſelves by; in order 
to diſcover the true ſtate and condition of their fouls, 
and what either robs God of his glory, or themſelves of 
their peace and comfort : for what was addreſſed to each 
of thoſe churches may be equally. applicable to every 
believing ſoul. Though Chriſt found ſomething in them 
all, except the Laodicean church, which he approved 
and commended ; yet we there find, & nevertheleſs I 
have ſomewhat, or a few things; againſt thee,” fre- 

ently repeated, either in words or ſubſtance, I 

bly conceive there is no ſtate that any ſoul can 
poſſibly be in, but he may find it deſcribed in what is 
faid of one or other of theſe churches : and ſuitable 
advice to every ſtate is likewiſe ſubjoined ; enforced 
with an awful threatening or ſome precious promiſe; 
enough, one would imagine, (if our hearts were not 
ſtupidly inſenſible) to excite our diligence to recover 
what we may have loſt, and to animate us to preſs with 
ardor after the enjoyment of the honor, the privilege, 

or the bleſſing promiſed. 
One thing Chriſt brings his charge againſt his people 
for, the loſs of which is but little regarded; rather is 
expected; that their firſt love, like the ſpirit of un- 
ſtopped liquors, ſhould ſoon evaporate. Yet this evil. 
however, our Lord calls upon them to repent of, and 
0 
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to be zealous to recover; and not without an awful 
threatening, of taking from them even the little attains 


ments they had made, This frft love I take to be that 
grateful, ingenuous, exquiſite ſenſibility of ſoul, which 
ariſes from a diſcovery of God's great mercy and love 
towards us in Chriſt Jeſus, and which carries out the 
whole ſtream of the affections towards him; accompa- 
nied with a humbliag ſenſe of aur utter unworthineſs 
of ſuch diſtinguiſhing favor; which favor, on account 
of our unworthineſs, muſt be entirely free. To pre- 
ſerve, or to recover this ſenſibility of ſoul, when loſt 
is what believers are called upon by our Lord to do: 
and this every motive of gratitude, generoſity and in- 
tereſt conſpires to make them earneſt in doing. The 
loſs of this renders us liable to be overcome by every 
temptation, and makes our ſouls acceſſible to the in- 
roads of all the enemies we have to encounter: for it 
is like removing the hedge or wall of a garden or vine- 
yard: a breach is now made for the entrance of every 
enemy, which may come in, and ſpoil us of almoſt all 
that is heavenly or valuable. | 
When our love towards an object is in any meaſure, 
abated, our affections are then liable to be drawn aſide 
to another: and hence it is, they are often found in 
the boſom of unlawful ones. This we may learn from 
our connections in life. You would not wiſh, my dear 
friend, upon any conſideration, to have that pure, that 
ardent affection, which mutually ſubſiſts between you 
and the dear wife of your boſom, abated in any meaſure, 
on either ſide: for you know the conſequence might be 
deſtructive of domeſtic peace and the comforts of ma- 
trimonial connections. To preſerve and keep, alive, 
therefore, by all the endearing means in your power, 
the ardor of tender, glowing affection, 1s, you are ſen- 
ſible, the only way to ſecure the poſſeſſion of conjugal 
happineſs. And the loſs of this pure, this chaſte, and 
ardent affection of ſoul towards God, or having the 
heart fixed on any other object, comes under the ſame 
predicament, in his judgment, with 4 woman's treache- 
rouſly departing from her huſband. To maintain our love 
to Chriſt then, by all thoſe means that might prove 
: as 


( 46 ) 

as fuel to the flame, is not only our duty, as he is in- 
variably the ſame altogether lovely object; and ſo moſt 
worthy of our ſouls moſt ardent affection: but it is 
our privilege and higheſt wiſdom alſo, and muſt con- 
duce to our own intereſt and happineſs ; ſince every 
abatementof its fervor is neceſſarily attended with ſome 
diminution of our ſpiritual peace and comfort; which 
can ariſe only from our nearneſs to, and intimate com- 
munion with God. 
Various are the cauſes of backſlidings and apoſta- 
cles in the profeſſing people of God“: and there is a 
backſliding in heart before him, when it does not ap- 
pear in the practice before men. It is inſeparably con- 
nected with the nature of man, to ſeck for happineſs : 
this he does in every action of his life, by an inſtinct 
of nature, as it were; whether he knows it or not. If 
he be an unconverted perſon, he ſeeks it in the world; 
in the gratification of his ſenſual appetites, or of thoſe 
paſſions which have the impreſs of Satan on them. If 
he be converted, while he acts conſiſtently, he ſeeks 
his happineſs in God; and in the gratification of the 
defires and diſpoſitions of his acm nature. No man, 
therefore, ever turns away from God to the creature 
again, but it is to ſeek pleafure in ſomething that is 
earthly, ſenſual, or deviliſh: it is © a forſaking the 
„fountain of living waters, and going to the broken 
« ciſterns that can hold no water.” Every revolting 

That backſlidings uſually begin at the cloſet door,” is an old 
obſervation, but a very true one. For if a perſon does not begin and 
end the day with God, it is not prabable that the middle part of it 
will be much devoted to him; but the ſoul will be liable to be over- 
come by every temptation. It is neceflary that we not only com- 
mend ourſelves to the care and protection of God, and ſupplicate 
his grace in the morning, and repeat the ſame at night : but when 
we riſe up, we ſhould labor to get, and to maintain all the day, a 
favor and reliſh of ſpiritual things; which ſhquld be done by reading 
2 portion of the word of God with meditation thereon, as well as 
by prayer. There are many books 1 for helps to this neceſ- 
fary duty of meditation ; but I know of none equal to Ma/or's Spi- 
ritual Trecſury, to anſwer the purpoſe: which, as it conſiſts of a 
ſhort meditation upon ſome ſelect text of foripture for every morning 
and evening, ſerves to furniſh t E reader with Aa Watt to faſten 
ſome ſpiritual inſtruction upon his mind, and to render Chriſt pre- 
cious to his ſoul in fame of his offices or characters. p 
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from God then, whether in heart alone, or in life alſq, 
muſt have a cauſe: ſome luſt or paſſion of the ſoul, 
through remiſſneſs in duty, the want of watchfulneſs, 
and keeping. the heart with all diligence, muſt. have 
revived and become predominant again; which the 
ſcripture calls, “a ſpringing up of the root of bitter- 
« neſs, by which many are defiled.“ Hence appears 
the neceſſity of that exhortation to watchfulneſs, ſo fre- 
quently inculcated by our Lord and his apoſtles : 
« watch and pray, &c.—what I ſay unto you, I ſay 
« unto all, WATCH.” 

From all the obſervations that I have made of the 
conduct of profeſſors in this our day, as well as from 
a review of what paſles within my own breaſt, it ap- 
pears very evidently to me, that a too great compli- 
ance with, and conformity to, the world, in its cuſtoms 
and manners, are the bane of the life and power of 
godlineſs in their hearts, The loſs of their frft love, 
it they ever had it, is what very ſoon enſues upon their 
mingling with the world : then follows the wandering 
of the heart after other lovers; by its connections with 
which a ſpurious offspring is begotten in the conduct; 
which diſgraces the parent, if he has any pretenſions 
to be eſteemed of the ſeed- royal of heaven. Not ſuſ- 
picious of the danger, and unmindful of that ſpiritual 
admonition which informs us, that © the friendſhip 
* of the world is enmity with God” and oppoſite to 
godlineſs; they ruſh precipitately into worldly com- 
pany and connections; catch their ſpirit and manners 
and thus, inſtead of reproving their conduct, they ras 
ther encourage and harden them in it by a ſimilar 
behavior. How many virgin- profeſſors have I known, 
who, like Dinab of old, from a vain, preſumptuous 
curioſity, would needs go and view the people and 
paſtimes of the land; and there have been defpoiled 
of their ſpiritual. purity and honor? and thus pay 
dear for their fally and experience, they have return 
to lament the loſs ot their innocence. How many alto 
of a Samſon- lite profeſſion have I known ? who, after 4 
little indulgence in | carnal eaſe, and lumbering 4 

all 


while in Delilab's lap, have, like him, been ſhorn 


of «any religious 
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all their-locks ; and: When called to the performance 
duty, or te the "exerciſe of any 
grace; after they had gone forth and ſhaken 


Chriſtian 


themſelves, they found they were as deſtitute of 


as other men, who Had made no profeſſion 


art All. 
Too 


frequency alas! do we beur of theſe falls and 


back(lidings among ' profeſſors. Many of my own ac- 


quaintance have 1 had reaſon to mourn over on this 
account. The names of ſome of them I have at 
times mentioned to you, in the courſe of our correſ- 
pondence, as ſignal inſtances (as I thought them) of 
fovereign grace. A ſhort ſketch of ſome of their 
chitvatters, with an account of what appears to ' have 
been the cauſe of their backflidings, may ferve to 
illuſtrate the foregoing obſervations ; and will proba- 


| — lead you to lament with me their awful falls, and 


to join your prayers with mine at the throne of grace 
for their recovery; and alſo to ſupplicate that grace 
for ourſclves, which alone can keep us from falling 
u them. I ſhall begin with 

Chremes; who was a man of the world, of a bene- 
. diſpoſition, of great frankneſs and generoſity of 
temper, ſincere in his friendſhip, and eſteemed by all 
his acquaintance as a good companion. A friend of 
his prevailed upon him to go and hear an alarming, 
powerful, popular preacher. He was ſtruck with the 


ſermon, and determined to hear him again. He found 


ſomething in the preacher which ſuited his openneſs of 
temper ſo much, that after hearing him two or three 

times, he went into the veſtry and ſpoke to him, and 
— an acquaintance with him. He brought 
his old companions with him to hear: ſome of whom 
proved Pliables, the reſt O>ſtinates : the former com- 
menced a profeſſion ; the latter forſook his acquaint- 
ance.  Chremes received the word with joy, which 
forung up in a very green and flouriſhing profeſſion : 
and at this time my acqu-intance with him took place. 
Having contra&ted an intimacy with many of the 
people of God, he became bold in his confeſſion of 
Chriſt before the world: and both 1 his influence 


and 
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and with his ſubſtance, he ſupported the - goſpel in a 
very exemplary manner. Not content with hearing 
the word at church, he invited ſome of the- miniſters 
to his houſe, and got them to expound the ſeriptures 
to his family and friends, with whom he filled the 
room they met in. He now ſeemed to have taken 
deep root downward and to bear fruit upward, and to 
bid fair for the kingdom of heaven.—But could you 
think it, my friend ? I really grieve to tell you, for I 
truly eſteemed him—all this ſplendid, flaming profeſ- 
ſion was built upon the ſandy foundation of an unhum- 
bled, unrenewed heart. The novelty of religion, ſome 
workings of natural conſcience by the common influ- 
ences of the Spirit, and a deſire of being the firſt in 
any thing he took in hand, prompted him to purſue it 
with ardor for a conſiderable time, and wrought a very 

reat change in his outward conduct. But that root of 
(a within, the love of pleaſure and carnal gra- 
tifications, gradually ſprung up again, after an out- 
ward reformation had ſhorn it of all its branches : 
and his profeſſion began to decline and wither away. 
So that after a waxing and waning for about ſeven 
years, he gave it entirely up, commenced a man of the 
world again, and he is now a greater libertine than he 
had ever been before: as if ſeven devils, more wicked 
than the former one, had now entered into his heart, 
after it was ſwept and garniſhed, and had rendered 
his laſt ſtate far worſe than his firſt, And now he is 
an awful inſtance, I fear, of one given up to hard- 
neſs of heart and a reprobate mind; having nothing 


to expect, but © a fearful looking-for of judgment, 


*« which ſhall devour” all ſuch apoſtates, who prove 
themſelves <* adverſaries” of the Lord. He alſo af- 
fords a ſtriking proof of this obſervation ; that when 


a profeſſor turns his back upon God, and breaks 
through the reſtraints of religion, and the motives to 
obedience which that furniſhes a man with ; he ge- 
nerally runs greater lengths in fin, than when he had 
2 the reſtraints of education, the fear of ſhame, 
a 


the common Precip of morality to bridle his 


luſts. 
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luſts. The greater being broke through, the leſs can 
ſtand in little ſtead. The corruptions of the heart, 
when a profeſſion of the goſpel is renounced, like 
water that has been dammed up, break out with greater 


1 * 


impetuoſity than cver. 

Flirelly was an amiable youth, and was called to 
the knowledge of God, during that ſtate of ſervitude 
which is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to form the compleat 
tradeſman. He had but little time of his own, and 
that he devored wholly to the Lord. He was diligent 
in his buſineſs, and faithful to his maſter's intereſt, 
though ſeverely perſecuted by him on account of his 
religion. His zeal for God was great and exemplary 
he reproved fin in others, but more by his conduct 
than with his tongue: and it was his chief delight to 
attend the means of grace, and to converſe with the 
people of God. He often pleaſed himſelf with the 


thoughts of being his own maſter at the expiration of 


his time, as he ſhould then have more leiſure to wait 
upon God, and to attend to his immortal concerns; 
which he now ſaw to be of infinite moment. The 
happy, wiſh'd-for period at length arrived: and he 
attended the ordinances conftantly—for a time. But 
having more leiſure, he enlarged his acquaintance 
among whom were ſome of his old companions, which 
he had caſt off, and others of a gay turn. Theſe, 
rogether with his having more time at his command, 
became a fnare to him; and he was ere long drawn 
inſenſibly into the old paths of folly which he had 
eſcaped from: ſo as to reliſh the vain pleaſures and 
amuſements of the age again; which he would, now 
and then, incog. partake of. He then grew propor- 
tionably ſhy of his late religious acquaintance, became 
remiſs in his attendance on the ordinances, and loſt 
2 for ſavory diſcourſe about the things of 
At length he ſet up in buſineſs, and married a 
wife; who, though a profeffor, was of a gay diſpofi- 
tion, and proved no great help to him in his ſoul- 
concerns. He proſpered in his bufineſs, the world 
| | {miled, 
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ſmiled, and all went on well —all, but his beſt, his 
ſpiritual affairs. A young family comes on, and buſi- 
neſs muſt be minded; which he is very ſolicitous to 
promote, though at the expence of his ſoul's peace 
and comfort.: he therefore cannot attend the ordi- 
nances, but on a Sunday, and then 1s not regular 
nor punctual in it. His friends obſerving all along 
his lamentable declenſion, frequently dropt ſome whole- 
ſome admonitions in his ear. He had too much inge- 
nuity and frankneſs of temper to deny his backſliding 
ways, yet ſtill went on in them, 5 ; 

But, unreclaimed by the admonition of his friends, 
at length OmnieoTeNnT Love takes him in hand, ſmites 
his firſt-born darling ſon, and takes him from him. 
He feels, and is greatly humbled under, the ſtroke ; 
is brought to, ſome; ſenſe of the perverſeneſs of his 
ways; and an alteration, in his conduct takes place, 
But ere long the impreſſion wears off, and he forgets 
the kind and loving hand that ſmote him : and thereby 
proved what the ſcripture ſays of the human heart to 
be true, © that it is deceitful above all things and 
* deſperately wicked :? for a deceived heart again 
turns him aſide, But InriniTe Love ſtill yearns over 
its froward child; and inſtead of wrath and indignation, 
being poured down upon his guilty head; lo ! another 
kind admonition is ſent him. The heart is wandered 
and eſtranged from God, and placed upon other ob- 
jects for happineſs : therefore ſome of theſe muſt be 


removed; and another child is, in tender pity to his. 


never-dying ſoul, reſumed by the kind hand that be- 
ſtowed it on him. This rod he alſo feels, and ſubmits 
to for a time; and acknowledges the juſtice of- the 
diſpenſation : but ere long he returns to his own ways 
again, and goes on in the frowardneſs of his heart. 
Thus by his careleſs, ſenſual, uncircumſpe& walk he 
is daily provoking the Lord to chaſtiſe him: and I even 
tremble to think what ſeverity he may yet cauſe the God 
of loye to uſe towards him'for his reiterated back- 
llidings, in order to reclaim him from them. Here 1 

STE ahne | muſt 
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muſt leave him, my friend s but will not intermit my 
prayers for him, that he may be, brought effectually 

o a Tenſe of himſelf and his ways, and 10 may return 
to the Lord with his whole heart, 
©" Avario was once in very indifferent circumſtances, 
and by the embarraſſment of his temporal affairs, was 
led to ſeek more permanent riches and happineſs than 
this world affords. He is brought by Providetice to 
- hear the word, has the hearing ear given him, and 
ſeems wholly turned to the Lord by a ſound conver- 
ſion: upon which he becomes very exemplary in his 
life and converſation, After ſome time his affairs take 
a proſperous turn, and he thrives in the world: but 
like the ſcales of a ballance, while his worldly intereſts 
went up, his ſpiritual went down. Soon after this he 

rows cold in his affections towards God, and neglects 
his ordinances—but toils and ſweats in the purſuit of 
temporal things; till he is immerſed all over in worldly 
cares: by which the ſmall ſtill voice of heavenly love, 
whiſpering its friendly admonitions in his conſcience, 
is utterly drowned. His deſires, however, after the 
world are bounded by the moderate ſum of zen thou- 
ſand pounds; which is written, as it were, upon every 
door of his houſe and ſhop. With this ſum, which he 
thinks a competency, he intends to fit down con- 
tented; promiſing himſelf to do great good with his 
ſubſtance, and to mind only his ſpiritual concerns. 
But lo! in the midſt of his ardent purſuit, a meſſen- 
ger is diſpatched from heaven to admoniſh him that 
be is mortal; and that this is not his ret. He is laid 
upon a ſick bed, which ſo terrifies and diſtracts him, 
that he is almoſt at his wits-end. He has ſcarce the 
leaſt glimmering of light or hope in his ſoul; arid his 
worldly cares and unaccompliſhed ſchemes, ſo crowd 
in upon his mind, that he cannot command his thoughts 
a moment, to attend to his immortal affairs. The 

fever increaſing and raging in his blogd, he is at length 
© ſeized with a delirium becomes PET y dies: 
leaving his mourning friends and relatives in the greateſt 
Unger» 
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uncertainty reſpecting his eternal ſtate z excepting what 


they could gather from his former confeſſions and 
conduct to contole them! for from the time he was 
firſt taken ſick, till his ſtruggting ſoul -got.looſe From 
her clay tenement, not'a ſavory expreſſion, nor one 
that indicated any peace or comfort within, Was ever 
heard to drop from his lips A caſe this, how much 
to be dreaded ! and how awful a warning to. others, 
not to be too anxious in their worldly purſuits l. 


Alonzs was deſcended from a good and reputable 


family; of a gay turn of mind, full of vivacity, and 
a chearful companion. Some friends of the ſerious 
ſort engaged him to go one evening to the L—k- 
C——!/, He heard the preaching and ſinging there 
with pleaſure; and went again and again by choice; 
till the word went farther than his outward ears, and 
reached his heart with power. He became a ve 

ſhining profeſſor, and was admired by all who knew 
him: for in him the gentleman and the Chriſtian were 
ſweetly blended together. His zeal ſomewhat abating, 
he contracted an intimacy with a young lady of family 
and fortune; but of no more religion than is common 
with people of character in the world. She was in- 
duced by Alonzo to go and hear the goſpel, and ap- 
proved of it. Without waiting for any marks. of a 
real work of grace in her, he precipitately marries 
her, and thereby attains to the ſummit of his wiſhes— 
But alas l poor Alonzo found in her no companion for a 
Chriſtian. After ſome conflicts of mind and ſtruggles 
between duty and affection (for he loved her exceſ- 
ſively) he drew his heart from God: and now he is 
the moſt wrerched of beings. He ſees. his error, is 
eule of his fall, yet has not power to return. He 
finds no happineſs either in the world or in God; his 
heart being often divided between them. He is ex- 
poſed to the company and converſation of all her 
worldly acquaintance, whom. he complaiſantly receives 
into, his houſe ; but can enjoy none of his own friends, 
who rather ſhun than court his company. Thus he 


ſadly experiences the neceſſity of following the apoſ- 
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tle's advice, when he ſays, © Be ye not unequally yoked 
de together with unbelievers. 
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Demas commenced a profeſſion merely out of com- 
plaiſance to ſome of his acquaintance. He was very 


forward and bold; and having learnt the language of 
Canaan, he paſſed with many for a ſound convert. 


His ſincerity, however, was by ſome ſuſpected; who 


living near him, diſcovered a degree of covetouſneſs 


in him wholly inconſiſtent with the profeſſion of the 


golpel; his heart and hand being always ſhut when 
any contribution for a diſtreſſed perſon was going for- 


ward ; and being obſerved to make all the advantage 
he poſſibly could of his religious connections, in the 
way of buſineſs. But the time now approached when 
it would appear what foundation Demas's profeſſion 
reſted upon. His uncle, a man of opulence, hearin 

of his conneCtions with an obnoxious ſet of people, 


ſent for him, and called him to an account for it; and 


aſſured him, that if he perſiſted in following that way, 
and did not immediately break off his connections with 
thoſe people, he would for ever diſcard him from his 


favor and his notice. Demas was his uncle's next heir, 


and ſeeing matters were brought to this criſis, and the 


danger he was in of being diſinherited; he gives up his 


profeſſion; and with it, all the hopes of an inhe- 
ritance in heaven, in expectation of an earthly one: 
which he, however, never came to the enjoyment of, 
as he died before his uncle. + 

 Philetus was a man of parts, of a fine underſtand- 


| ing, and a liberal education; and was maſter of ſeveral 
languages. He was led by curioſity to hear the goſpel. 


The miniſter he heard was a man of good abilities, 
and preached in a way very convincing to the under- 


ſtanding; and was more rational and argumentative in 


his diſcourſe than he expected; having conceived an 


„There is an excellent little piece on this ſubject, entitled, 


A Treatiſe on Marriage, by W. Gir Es; which is worthy the perufal, 


and which I could wiſh to be in the hands, of every profeſſor of 
the goſpel, who has any thoughts of entering into the marriage 
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opinion, that little elſe was ever preached at ſuch 


places, but irrational jargon. Being pleaſed with the 


ſound and cloſe reaſoning he had heard, he was deter- 
mined to hear more of the matter. He frequented, 
therefore, that and other places of worſhip where the 
goſpel was preached, got acquainted with many pro- 
feſſors, and read many religious books. By theſe 
means he acquired 2 tolerable | knowledoe of the doc- 
trines of grace, and could converſe with any one upon 
divine ſubjects. He then grew fond of the high Cal- 
viniſtic doctrines, in the extreme to which ſome have 
carried them: he became very critical in his hearing, 
had a judgment that could ſplit hairs in doctrines, 
and diſcover the leaſt ſlip in any miniſter's preaching. 
The , truths having never influenced his heart, the 
knowledge: he had acquired ſerved only to puff him 
up. He became very cenſorious of the judgments and 
conduct of other profeſſors, though by no means the 
moſt circumſpect in his own walk and converſation. 
Curioſity, ever prevalent in ſuch men, as it led him 
at firſt to hear the goſpel, ſo it now induced. him to go 
and hear a certain preacher of an heretical ſect; who, 
under a pretence of exalting Chriſt, his atonement, 


and righteouſneſs, debaſed the work of the Spirit upon 


the heart of man; and laughed at all inward expe- 


rience of the humbling, the comforting, or the ſanc- 


tifying power of God; condemning it all as legal 


fuff. He extolled very highly that liberty which every 


one had in Chriſt, who made him their all in all in the 
work of ſalvation: and aſſerted that this they had * by 
« ſimply believing the report of the goipel, without 
<« any. of thoſe inward privings, which ſome people 
« were ſo fond of talking about.” This entirely ſuited 
Philetus's fleſhly mind and unrenewed heart : he found 
this to be the znadulierated truth ; and wondered where 
he had been, and what he had been doing lo long, 
that he had never found it before. And now he is ſet 
down. a perfect Autinomian, deſpiſing every one that 
talks of, inward experience or obedience to the law, 
Wael, he, like his teacher, deems mere legality ; of 
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which be has conceived a perfect abhorrence. And 
thus he is turning the grace of God into licentiouſ- 
neſs, and perſuading! himſeif to believe a LVB. 

Lu binia was born of teligious parents, who took 
particular care of her education and morals, and very 
early initiated her in the duties of religion; ſo that 
they ſeemed almoſt natural to her. As the advanced 
in years and underſtanding, ſhe appeared to have 
more than the form of godlineſs : very evident marks 
of grace being diſcovered in her. Theſe, joined to a 
natural fweetneſs of temper and diſpoſition, rendered 
her beloved and reſpected by all that knew her; 
eſpecially. by her religious acquaintance, which were 
not a few. At length her parents both died, leaving 
her in the bloom of youth, and in the poſſeſſion of a 
handſome fortune. She ſoon had ſeveral admurers 
and through her inexperience (for ſhe was always very 
reſerved and ſhy to the other ſex in her parents life- 
time) ſhe was almoſt upon the point of marriage with 
a man, who was a perfect libertine in principle, and 
had no other appearance of religion, than that of 
gong to hear the goſpel: out of reſpe& to her: and 

e was always ſure to approve of whatever. preachers 
or ſermons ſhe ſeemed to like. But by the interference 
of- ſome Chriſtian friends, whoſe advice ſhe prudently 
followed, the match was broke off. 551 „ 

In a ſhort time after this, her religious acquaint- 
ance diſcovered an alteration in her drefs, of which 
ſhe became remarkably fond : and ere long, that pri- 
mitive neatneſs and ſimplicity which ſhe uſed to ap- 
Pear in, and which become women profeſſing godlineſs, was 
changed, in moſt things, into the extremes of the 
faſhion. This was followed by an unuſual gaiety, not 
to ſay levity, of behavior: which was likewiſe ob- 
3 by her acquaintance and greatly lamented by 

About this time young Lothario fell in love with her, 
and made his addreſſes to her, which ſhe received. 
Lothario was a profeſſor, a well-bred man, and of a 
polite addreſs ; and was juſt beginning the world in a 
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genteel profeſſion. Having but a ſmall fortune himſelf, 
Lavinia's was the more deſirable: and her perſon, her 


accompliſhmehts, and amiable diſpoſition, added full to 
the flame of love which was kindled in his breaſt tö- 
wards her. Marriage was ſoon agreed upon between 
them, and conſummated.  Lothario had taken a large 
houſe in a genteel part of the city, and furnifhed it 
elegantly: and no ſooner were they married, than he 
ſet up his chariot, (which his profeſſion in life did not 
require) and took a country houſe at a little diſtance 
from town. Thus they ſet out in life juſt where they 
ſhould have been contented to have left off buſmeſs: © 
For a year or two he went on tolerably well in his 
wholeſale trade; in which both their fortunes were entirely 
engaged, They made a great ſhew, kept much com- 
pany, treated their friends genteely, and lived in fo 
ſplendid a manner, that his returns in trade could not 
long ſupport. To beep up the fire of religion in theĩt 
hearts with all this earthly rubbiſh thrown upon it, which 
had a natural tendency to extinguiſh it, was next to 
impoſſible. A year or two more convinced them of the 
error of living in ſo profuſe a manner. By ſome loſſes 
in trade, but more through imprudence and extra- 
vagance, in leſs than five years from their marriage he 
became a bankrupt: and from the greateſt affluence 
was reduced to a ſtate the moſt indigent. They would 
both have been bankrupts in ſpirituals as well as tem- 
porals, had their ſtock been in their own hands: but 
that was in the keeping of one who had too much 
wiſdom, as well as love for them, to let them ſquander 
it away. And therefore, out of tender compaſſion ta 
their ſouls, he ſuffered this diſtreſs of out ward circum- 
ſtances to come upon them, in order to bring them to 
a ſenſe of their ways, and their ſouls hack again to him- 
ſelf; from whom they had wandered, and whom, in 
their proſperity, they had well nigh forgotten. And 


may he ſanctify the diſpenſation to them, that it may be 


productive of this happy end to their fouls. . 
Emilia was one of the moſt amiable of her-ſex: TO 


every natural endowment and acquired accompliſhment - 
| * was 
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was added that of religion, which gave a luſtre and a 
grace to all the reſt. She excelled in every thing that 
Was praiſe-worthy, and was eſteemed by all, as the 1. 
compliſbed lad) and the compleat Chriſtian. Such a cha- 
racter could not fail to excite the envy of ſome, the ad- 
miration of others, and the flattery of her greateſt inti- 
mates. Againſt the latter ſhe was not proof: but from 
the high commendations that were continually whiſpered 
in her ear, ſhe began to conceive. an undue opinion of 
her own ſuperior excellence. Among her religious ac- 

uaintance, who were ſomewhat numerous, were a few 
who had imbibed a ſpirit of deluſion, and had a fond 
conceit that they had attained to the higheſt pinnacle 
of the ſpiritual bailing or, in other words, were An- 
teſsly perfect. Emilia was now prepared to receive any 
impreſſions that flattered the latent pride of her heart; 
and by converſing with ſome of — 4 angelic beings, the 
notion that it was a ſtate attainable, found an eaſy acceſs 
to her mind, where it was favorably received and, enter- 
tained: and after a little . alteration in her dreſs and 
conduct, agreeable to the inſtructions of her new teachers, 
ſhe fondly conceived herſelf poſſeſſed of this utopign Bate 
of humanity. An exterior humility, an affected meek- 
neſs, and a general inſipidneſs of behaviour, now took 
place of thoſe amiable, Chriſtian. graces, which before 
ſhone forth conſpicuouſly in her. 

She then retired from the noiſe and buſtle - of the 
world: and dreaming herſelf to be dead to all its con- 
cerns, its charms, and allurements, ſhe deſired, if poſ- 
ſible, to live out of it. She ſeemed to be in a ſtate be- 
tween earth and heaven, and ſome aerial habitation 
would have ſuited her ſoaripg imagination beſt ; where 
ſhe might be freed from the complaining, fin-bemoan- 
ing company of ſuch, who, like poor Paul, had the in- 
firmities of fleſn and blood, a body of ſin and death, 
to ſtruggle with: and where ſhe might have communion 
with thoſe pure, immaculate, incor orcal beings only, 
whoſe once-frail nature is now perfectly purged from 
them. Pleaſed for a time with the reveries of her 
newly acquired ſtate, ſne began, conlifient]y.anopg?, K 
think 
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think ſhe ſhould never die; but ſhould: be tranſlated to 
heaven, like Enoch ot Elijab. About this time a ſerapb 
of this order, thinking himſelf poſſeſſad of a ſpirit of 
prophecy, pretended to foretel the time of the conſfunh- 
mation ef all things: Which he faid would come to paſs 
on a certain day, not above a month diſtant. This pro- 
phecy coming to the knowtedge of Amilia, relieved her 
mind from ſome little anxiety that ſnhe had about lier 
tranſlation to glory, and ſet her perfectly at eaſe again. 
She, as well as the reſt of the brethren and ſiſters, being 
all influenced by the ſame ſpirit, cordially received this 
welcome prediction: and with eager expectation and joy 
waited the arrival of the happy day. The day, the im- 
portant day arrived paſſed away and all things con- 
tinued in ſtatu quo. 

Emilia, chagrined and confounded at the diſap- 


pointment, and unable td bear the tauntgſand jeers of one 


and another of her friends, began to caſt off the air and 
deportment of an angelic being, and to put on thoſe of a 
mortal again. But for her to return to the old dull 
round of religious duties, as if all was to be begun afreſh, 
did not ſuit her diſpaſition, after her high attainments. 
She therefore comended, that notwithſtanding ſhe might 
have been too credulous, and ſo deceived in one in- 
ſtance, yet the work was now compleated in her ſoul; 
and conſequently there could be no need of ordinances, 
as ſhe had immediate communion with heaven: and 
thus ſhe ſat down contented without any religion at all. 
While others, blaſphemouſly charging their deluſion 
upon God himſelf, returned back into the ſpirit of the 
world again, and are now become two-fold more the 
children of the devil than they were before. Poor 
Emilia, whoſe unhappy fall all who- knew her greatly 
lamented, will, I hope and truſt, be; brought back again 
to the right ways of God. And I have the pleaſure to 
inform you, that. I hear ſhe begins already to attend the 
ordinances. Such is the end. and conſequence of all 
human perfection! my friend. May the Lord deliver 


us from this horrible deluſion; and keep us low at his 
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Providence: which was, my being called to viſit a friend, 


660 
feet, _ what we are, and ever ſhall be in this life, 
Poor INNETS. VO RYYAcT ers! , . * 

X particular proyidence oblgeg me to conclude my 
detter ſomewhat haſtily, as I have much more to men- 
tion upon theſe intereſting ſubjects. If it pleaſe God, 


therefore, you ſhall hear from me again ere ong, when 
I hope LI ſhall finiſh my characters and remarks. In 
the mean time, I remain, with the moſt affectionate 


\ regard, 


Inviolably your's, dec. &e. 


” 
% - 


LETTER iv. 


My DAR FRIEND, 


[ Broke off my laſt letter a little abruptly ; owing, as 
11 then informed you, to a particular occurrence in 


at a diſtant part of the town, under the very afflictive 
difpenſation, of having a lick, a dying amiable wife. I 
ſtayed with him three or four days, till it pleaſed the 
Lord to cloſe the mournful ſcene, by taking to himſelf, 
from this vale of tears, this eminent faint : who, as ſhe 

lorified God in her life, was honored by him at her 
Sead, for ſhe died in the triumphs of faith, and with 


a hope full of glory and immortality. And I truſt I 


ſhall never forget the affecting things I heard and ſaw 


during my ſtay at my friend's houſe. It afforded” me 


many uſeful leſſons: for ſick and dying beds are faith- 
ful monitors and powerful preachers, In ſuch circum- 
ſtances, how contemptible do all the 'vaniries'vf time 
appear? The maſk is ſtripped off from all thoſe things 
we ate ſo eagerly. to purſue, and are ſo anxious 
'to poſſeſs or enjoy, when in health; and we fes them 


n 
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in their true light and real importance. Then it is if 
ever, we make a, right eſtimate of ſublunaty things. 
My friend's, name is Camillus: wirh a fketchnof whoſe 
character ſhall finiſh my liſt; as it affords a more ſtrik- 
ing inſtance, I think, of the deceitfulneſs of the human 
heart, than any other character I have before given yon. 
And I am now enabled to give it you with ſome cir- 


cumſtances, of which I was ignorant before this:awful 


providence befell him. 

Camillus was bleft with what is commonly called, 
« a virtuous and religious education.“ By the influence 
of which and the reſtraining power of God he was kept 
from running into the vices and follies of the age; in 
which the youth of this place, in particular, are very 
early initiated. And not having run to the ſame exceſs 
of riot with others, from a comparative view of his own 
conduct with theirs, he flattered himſelf his ſtate was 
good; © though he did not make ſo much ado about 
„religion, as ſome did, nor affect to be righteous over- 
„% much.” Indeed he ſaw no occaſion for it: being 
perſuaded that if he were guilty, now and then, of ſame 
trifling ſins, yet God being merciful, a little compync- 
tion and a few tears, produced by a qualm of cbn- 
ſcience, would waſh away the guilt, and make amends 
for all: and he might then go quietly on again, till 
ſome freſh out ward ſin ſhould lead him to the ſame means 
of expiation. J 

This was his religion: and thus he went on in the 
early part of life, till he was ſettled in the world: when, 
his ſituation affording him much leiſure time, he grew 
fond of reading books. In the courſe of which he met 
with ſome PRs. authors upon divine ſubjects, by; whom 
the doctrines of grace were treated on in a clear, con- 
vincing manner. Happening, one day, to be reading 
a modern author of great eminency, who had the happy 
art of treating upon goſpel- truths in an engaging and 
ſtriking way ; he was prompted to go and hear, one of 


* 


thoſe miniſters, who at that time preached the goſpel ; 
and he received the truths he heard with Pleaſure and 
joy; notwithſtanding they were exploded by the World, 
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as favoting of enthuſiaſm, But being now grown more 
noble in his enquities, he found them to be the very 
doctrines of that church, of which he had often, igno- 
randy, boaſted” of his being a member. He was ſoon 
oonvincedi in his judgment that he had hitherto. been de- 
ceiving himſelf with a. falſe, preſumptuous hope, which 
would have failed him in a day of trial. But his 
awakenings were not great, nor his convictions deep; 
neither were they attended with much terror. He was, 
however, ſo convinced by ſermons, books, and conver- 
fation with. behevers, that he readily embraced the whole, 
ſyſtem of the doctrines of grace, called Calviniſtic, in, 
which he diſcovered a peculiar harmony and conſiſtency; 
and joined himſelf to a people who were ſtigmatized 
for enthuſiaſts. Soon after this a reformation in his out- 
ward deportment was very conſpicuous; he talked, 
warmly, and, ſeemingly, experimentally, of divine things; 
and became very zealous in diſputing for the truths of 
the goſpel : from which he was eſteemed by many as, 
having made very high attainments in grace: in which 
night he ſeemed: alſo to conſider himſelf, No perſon 
was more conſtant at hearing of ſermons than, he was : 
and he always expreſſed his. approbation, not only of 
thoſe that were the moſt clear and judicious reſpectin 
doctrinal points; but of thoſe alſo which were the molt 
alarming, and delivered in an energetical, powerful 
manner. 

Thus far, my dear friend, you may probably think 
not only Camillus's character was reſpectable among pro- 
feſſors, but his ſtate alſo before God to be good and 
fafe. But be not ſurprized, if after this 1 80 you 
there was reaſon to ſuſpect a great deficiency in both. 
Though no one could charge him with the leaſt degree 
of wiltul, groſs hypocriſy, or had cauſe to doubt of his 
fincerity in his profeſſion, as far as he knew himſelf, at 
this time; yet, upon a cloſer examination of his con- 
duct, after ſome years profeſſion, there was reaſon to 
believe he was greatly deceiving himſelf ; and that he 
had not a real, practical, experimental knowledge of 
thoſe truths upon his heart, which he profeſſed fo be- 

ieve, 
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(ET). 
lieve, and contended for ſo firenuouſly witli his tongue. 
He zealouſly defended and inſiſted upon the doctrines. 
of Election and Predeftination, but ſeemed! inattentive to 
the peculiar properties and concomitants of them; for 
according to the apoſtles, Peter and Paul, the Elect 
« are choſen to ſalvation: through /an#ification of the 
« Spirit unto obedience; and are predeſtinated of God to 


be conformed to the image of his Son.” So alſo. the 


doctrine of the Perſeverance of the ſaints he would even 
fight, as well as diſpute for: but he reſted chiefly in this, 
that the Lord having promiſed, would, therefore, cer- 
tainly keep his people unto the end; and that none 
ſhould ever pluck them out of his hands: forgetting 
that they were to be kept in the way of holineſs; and 
that the ſcriptures declare, it is “ the righteous who 
e ſhall hold on their way; and they that have clean 
„ hands who ſhall wax ſtronger and ſtronger.“ | 

You may be ready to enquire my reaſons for thus 
judging of him: I will therefore give you them. Though 
he was never ſuffered, from the beginning of his pro- 
feſſion, to diſhonor God by any outward groſs ſins, but 
preſerved the character of a profeſſor; yet he has been 
far from producing any real, genuine, goſpel-fruit ; for 
ſome years paſt, at leaſt. Notwithſtanding all his. zeal 
in contending for the doctrines of grace, he allowed him- 
ſelf in many things which the purity of thoſe doctrines 
abſolutely forbid. I find he could often indulge him- 
ſelf in great levity of ſpirit, and in keeping carndl com- 
pany, when Providence did not lead him into it, He 
frequently uſed unbecoming expreſſions in his common 
converſation ; not ſcrupling to ſwear by his life, and ſoul, 
or to take the name of the Lord in vain ſometimes. 
Unholy tempers often diſcovered themſelves in him, 
when he would uſe expreſſions very inconſiſtent with 
the character of a follower of the meek Lamb of God. 
But what indicates the greateſt deficiency of all in his 
religious character is, that he has not (for ſome years 
paſt, if ever he did) either made or put in practice 
Joſbua's pious reſolution, © that, whatever others might 


do, he and his houſe would ſerve the Lord:“ * 
as 
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has lived without Ne at all. To this 


the ſervants that have lived with him, as well as occaſional 
viſitors, bear their awful teſtimony ; who declare, to 
their great ſurprize, that notwithſtantling the great pro- 
feſſion he makes, they were never called by him to fall 
upon their knees before the God of the families of all 
the earth.—Could he ever have read the prophet's awful 
imprecation, when he addreſſes God, and ſays ? “ Pour 


— 


« name. | | 

It may appear ſomewhat ſtrange to you, how I be- 
came ſo well acquainted with ſome particulars of his 
character; which fe can be ſuppoſed to have diſcovered 
in his conduct, ſeeing he has deceived many, who think 
him a great Chriſtian. I have long ſuſpected all was not 
right with him, but I learned more of him during my 
late viſit, than I had ever known or heard before. His - 
dear wife had, no doubt, long obſerved and mourned 
his want of ſpirituality and the inconſiſtency of his con- 
duct, and had often admoniſhed him of it. But while 
ſhe was upon her death-bed, being very anxious for the 
welfare of his ſoul; with all the tenderneſs and affection 
of the relation ſhe ſtood in to him, and with all the 
faithfulneſs of a real friend, ſhe expreſſed her fears of 
him, and pointed out to him, more particularly, than 


| ſhe had ever done before, the errors and inconſiſtencies 


of his conduct. She then adjured him by all that was 
dear and valuable to him, as he regarded the honor of 
God and the dying requeſt of a loving yoke- fellow, to 
conſider his ways, and to turn to the Lord, and cleave 
to him with full purpoſe of heart. The circumſtances 
he was in at this time having a tendency to ſoften his 
heart, and being better prepared to receive advice than 
he had been before, every word ſhe ſaid to him 
ſeemed to have a particular emphaſis and to fink deep 
into his heart: ſo that I am in hopes the impreſſion 
made on him by her ſeaſonable and wholeſome. counſel 
will not ſoon be eraſed, but will have its proper and 
defired effect, of diſcovering to him his ſelf-deceit. Some 
of their laſt interviews were the moſt affecting ſcenes 1 

was 


( 6 ) 2 
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was ever witneſs to. The tenderneſs of affaction ex- 


preſſed on both ſides the grief with which he was over- 
wheltned at the expectation of the apptoaching ſepata- 
tion and the anxious concern ſhe was in for his uture 
welfare; all theſe circumſtances conſpited to render the 
ſcene beyond deſcription diſtreſsfully affecting; which 
may be much better conceived than deſcribed by thoſe 
who are ſuſceptible of tender feelings. 2 ; 
Would to God I could ſay, I ſee no other characters 
around me like Cami. lust s. But too, too many, I fear, 
are, like him, deceiving themſclves with being more of 
ſpeculative, than real, experimental, beart-renewed Chriſ- 
tians: relying on their knowledge of the doctrines of 
the goſpel in their heads, while their hearts remain un- 
influenced by them, or at beſt producing only an ex- 
terhal reformation, | 
I intended to have finiſhed my liſt with Camilluss cha- 
racter; but as the following one, by a particular circum- 
ſtance, has ſince occurted, I cannot with-hold it from 
you : yet ſhall give it you as briefly as I can. ps 
Cenſor was a man of a tolerable ſhare of underſtand- 
ing, and had ſomerhing good and amiable in his 
natufal temper ; but 1 had only a common educa- 
tion, he was not of a very liberal way of thinking, and 
poſſeſſed but a ſmall ſhare of candor. He received the 
goſpel, like Camillus, without ariy > or pungent con- 
victions: yet, in the beginning of his profeſſion, he 
ſeemed to be really humbled under a ſenſe of fin, and 
walked ſteadily and circumſpectly for ſome time. When 
his firſt zeal was abated, he Joſt ſight of the corruptions 
of his heart, and had but few abiding impreſſions of 
the total depravity of his nature, Having a large ac- 
quaintance of the religious kind, and being fond of 
company, he fpent moſt of his leiſure time with his 
profeſſing friends : he then grew fick of home, and 
more ſo of ſecret retifement. Being much abroad, and 
leeing the conduct of many profeffors, he ſoon began 
to ſpy out many flaws in their conduct; which he talked 
of, with very little reſerve, to others; ſome of whom 
found it defitions fobd” for their malevolent ſpirits ta 
| F feed 
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feed upon: and they, in return, collected all the evil 


* 


reports they could'get hold of, and brought them forth 
to 


Ceufor, who would often regale his ſpirit upon them. 
Cenſor had been kept from all outward groſs ſins, and 
1 fy other profeſſors 
nlty of: the conſideration of which fed the pride of 
is heart, and cheriſhed in him a pharifaical ſpirit, And 
as this ſpirit increaſed in him, he grew more cenſorious 
of others; and reported whatever he heard or ſaw amiſs 
in their conduct; and often to their diſadvantage : con- 
detnning them as unworthy of the name of Chriſtians. 
But the confeſſion of the ſpouſe in the Canticles would 
have ſuited well his mouth at this time, when ſhe ſays, 
« They made me the keeper of vineyards, but my own 
« vineyard have I not kept:” for it appeared to be 
over-run with thorns, thiſtles, and weeds; and to have 
many luxuriant branches which F the friendly aid 
of a pruning knife to lop them off. 

T happened lately to fall into company with Cenſor and 
with a few of his friends of the moſt ſerious ſort; where 
T heard him exerciſing his cenſorious talents. He gave 
us a long harangue upon the failings of many profeſſors; 


and he ſeemed to take ſuch delight in it, that it ap- 


peared to be his very meat and drink. He mentioned 
many circumſtances concerning ſome with whom I my- 
felf was well acquainted : but he ſo aggravated and miſ- 
repreſented facts, that I ſcarcely knew them, at firſt, to 


be the fame. From cenſuring profeſſors in general, he 


* 
0 


e to miniſters of the goſpel, whoſe characters 
e ſpared no more than thoſe of others. Their parti- 
cular tempers and diſpoſitions, their ſituations in life, and 
the moſt trivial actions and circumſtances, became ſub- 
jects of his cenſorious declamation. I was quite aſtoniſhed 
and grieved to hear him; and often wiſhed to interrupt 
him: but there being others preſent who were better 
acquainted with him than I was, I choſe to be ſilent, in 
yore that one of them would reprove him for it. 
perceived one of them, whoſe name was Philo, ta 
be particularly ſtruck with Cenſors conduct. In his 
Fyunrenance pity and concern for his brother fat Yo: 
| 115 


CE 
His eyes were fixed on Cenſor during his haraogues and 
when he ceaſed, e his. welfare, and 
ſeeing clearly what ſpirit he was of; with a look th in- 
dicated a heart full of love towards him, and with the 
greateſt ſimplicity and the utmoſt humility and tender- 
nels, Philo addteſſed him to the following purport. 
Cenſor, it is with the greateſt ſurprize, and with 
no leis grief of heart, that I diſcover this cenſorious 
ſpirit ſo prevalent in you; which you have, at this 
time, given vent to in a very unbecoming manner. 
Permit me, therefore, to admoniſh you of the frame 
of ſoul you are in, and of the evil-tendency of ſuch 
a ſpirit. With regard to others, it is not only very 
injurious to their characters; but is alſo apt, like a 
contagion, to ſpread its baneful influence upon. all 
around, who are not upon their guard againſt. it. 
* And as to yourſelf, you muſt have loſt all ſenſe of 
* the deceitfulneſs and deſperate wickedneſs of your 
own heart, before you could ſport thus with the fail- 
ings and infirmities of others. How many yew lambs, 
your neighbors property, have you ſacrificed. to this 
voracious ſpirit of your's; which ſeems quite inſatiable? 
How many, even now, lie bleeding before its diaboli- 
e cal ſhrine? Friends and foes alike fall victims to it. 
* And not content with glutting this monſter with the 
characters of your fellow-profeſſors, you fell with 
* equal rapacity upon thoſe of miniſters, even on ſome 
* 05 the moſt faithful of the ſervants of God, whom 
he has highly honored in his church. I even tremble 
for you, Cen/or — Lou are walking upon very dan- 
erous ground. I have often ſeen people af your 
* {pirit, though with a leſs degree of it, who, after 
IP 5 had pleaſed themſelves with wantonly expoſing 
* the faults of others, have pleaded thoſe faults in ex- 
* cule of their own miſconduct; and ſo have paved 
thereby a, way for their own 1 which fol- 
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1 14 Lab ah 
« 4 right to expect from you, as they labor inceſſantly 
&« for your good. Suppoling we | ſhould: at any time 
« diſcover certain failings in them; ſhould we act like 
« Ham towards his father Noah, ' arid expoſe their 
© nakedneſs? Would it not be more becoming us, in 
« ſuch a caſe, to imitate the conduct of his two other 
„ ſons, and, like dutiful children who regard their 
% parents honor, cover it with a garment of reverential 
« filial love; not ſuffering ourſelves, even in thought, 
« to gaze upon it? The more public their characters 
* are, the more injury muſt be done to the cauſe of the 
« golpel, to have their failings blazoned before the 
« world; which 1s already too much inflamed with re- 
« ſentment and prejudice againſt them. And with re- 
« ſpect to thoſe worthy miniſters, whom you particularly 
pointed at; the Lord has fo abundantly bleſſed their 
„ 1abors, and made them inſtruments in his hands of 
* calling ſo many ſouls out of darkneſs into his marvel 
„ ous light, that I really wonder you were not more 
« tender of any imperfections you might diſcover in 
« them, in particular.“ | 
Cenſor appeared to be much agitated in his mind by 
Philos admonition; and attempted, ſeveral times, to 
vindicate himfelf, and to evade the force of the charge 
againſt him: but Philo preſſed it home upon his con- 
ſcience, and would not admit of any ſuch extenuating 
replies, as that, © he was ſorry to ſee faults in ſuch 
« men, &c.” and then went on with his reproof thus : 
« O Cenſor, when you ſee or think of theſe mens 
« faults, turn your eyes immediately inward : take a 
« view of your own heart; an unpreudiced ſight of 
« that will blunt the edge of your cenſures of others; 
vill cauſe you to turn your reſentment againſt your- 
« ſelf; and put you upon uſing ſuch means of mend- 
„ing both yourſelf and them, as will prove more et- 
« fectual than expoſing their failings : my meaning is, 
« it will put you upon praying for them. We are 
e ſuch ſhort- ſighted creatures, and know ſo little of the 
* motives of another's actions; or the particular cir- 
* cumſtances that determined him to act in ſuch or ſuch 
«© a manner; 
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a manner; that though his conduct ſhould appear, 
at firſt view, to be deſerying of blame; yet we, ought 
to judge the moſt charitably of him 115 put the beſt 
conſtruct ion we can upon it; and to ſuſpend our cen- 
ſures, at leaſt, till we have made ſome enquiry into 
the motives of his conduct. And if we find it to be 
reprehenſible, we ſhould then, in the ſpirit of love 
and with meekneſs, ſpeak to him of it privately; and 
not pubhſh his faults before the whole world: and 
thus exerciſe that love which covereth the multitude of 
offences. We act very injudiciouſly, if we form our 
ideas of another's character from any particular action 
or partial view of his life: the outlines and general 
tenor of a man's conduct ſhould be our rule by which 
to judge of his real character: otherwiſe we ſhall be 
miſled greatly in our judgment. When prejudice oc- 
cupies the place of candor in our minds, we are apt 
to ſee every action through a falſe medium: the leaſt 


deviation from the right path will ſwell upon our 


view, till it gets to an enormous ſize. I am ſorry to 
add, you ſeemed to be in your very element, Cenſor, 
when you were wading through. the mire of ſlander, 
(for I can call it by no better name). without. diſcover- 
ing the leaſt feeling for the objects of your cenſure, 
except what the common cant implies, of your being 
very ſorry to hear ſuch and ſuch things of ſuch and ſuch 
an one though pleaſed to the heart that you had it 
to relate of them. If zeal for God's glory (under 
which you would fain ſkreen your conduct) actuate 


us in ſpeaking of the faults of others, it will ever bs 


attended with humility in ourſelves, with love; to their 
perſons, and a ſincere regard to their good and welfare: 
and when theſe motives in conjunction actuate us, we 
ſhall uſe ſuch prudence and precaution in doing it, as 
will prevent our injuring the one, while we are auming 


eto promote the other. Cenſor at length ſeemed 
convinced of his failing, confeſſed it, promiſed to watch 


againſt it for the future, and thanked Philo for his faith- 
ful and friendly admonition. | 70 


1 Furioſos 


a. 

Furioſts profeſſion was like wild- fire: it made a blaze 

for a ſhort time, and then expired in ſmoke—Yerboſo's 
religion lay entirely in his tongue; and when that was 
ſilent, he had no appearance of it left: for it had never 
reached his heart Orpabh made a profeſſion, which laſted 
till ſhe got herſelf a huſband; and then ſhe bade it 
adieu Herodia having a genteel perſon, and being fond 
of dreſs, became religious in the church-going-way, 
where ſhe was taken notice of ; but when ſhe ceaſed to 
be admierd there, ſhe appeared more frequently at 
plays, balls, and aſſemblies, than at church—Simphicius 
Was fairly laughed out of his profeſſion by his gay com- 
ions Amanda but the time would fail to tell of 

If the filly youths and fooliſh virgins, who took a lamp 

of profeſſion in their hands, and let it go out again, 
while they repoſed themſelves on the ſoft lap of worldly 

| eaſe: or of thoſe who caſt the outſide garment of a 
| Chriftian looſely over them, and when laid hold on by 
any cloſe examination, left it behind them, like the 
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13 young man in the goſpel, and fled. All whoſe good- 
1 nels, fair and promiſing as it was, hke the morning cloud 
1 or early dew, when the ſun ariſeth, paſſed away and was 
1 feen no more. But I have mentioned inſtances enough, 


5 I preſume, to convince you, that backſlidings and apoſ- 
1. tacies ate very frequent, where the goſpel is preached 
with any degree of power | 

I have indiſcriminately given you the foregoing cha- 
raters, as they occurred, without attempting to deter- 
1 mine what the final ſtare of any of them will be. There 
N is good reaſon to hope that ſome of them were truly 


converted, and have the root of the matter in them: 
and ſuch vill indubitably be brought back again; al- 
though their falls have been grievous to their brethren 
1 and diſhonorable to God. Others of them took up a 
1 profeſſion without knowing why, or ever examining the 
1 grounds on which they did it; and theſe will as certainly 
come to nothing: except the Lord ſhould magnify the 

11 riches of his grace, in reaching their trifling hearts by 
145 his power, before they relinquiſh entirely all outward 
1 profeſſion. In ſummer- time, when the ſky is ſerene * 
þ the 


1 
the ſun ſhines warmly, we ſee many butterflies and other 
winged inſects fluttering about in the air, or baſking in 
the ſun's beams; and thus idling away their ſhort lives: 
but when the winds begin to artfe, the clouds to gather 
and darken the ſkies, or the rains to deſcend; immedi- 
ately they fly fot ſhelter from the approaching ſtormy! to 
the firſt thing that preſents itſelf to them, And juſt ſo 
it is, when there is a ſummer- ſeaſon with the church: 
many fair-weather Chriſtians are then to be found in all 
pars where the goſpel is preached : but they cannot 
and the leaſt ſtorm of perſecution or temptation; but 
will rather abandon Chrift, his cauſe, and falvation, than 
run any riſk of ſuffering or loſing any thing for his fake, 
While my hand has been employed in giving you the 
foregoing account of ſome friends and others, who have 
ſhamefully backſliden from God, my heart, at the ſame 
time, has been moſt ſenſibly affected: and it has not 
been, I truſt, an unprofitable employ to me; it having 
been the means of exciting ſome degree of gratitude: in 
my heart towards that good and gracious God, by whoſe 
power alone I have been kept from falling as foully as 
any of them. O my friend, what reaſon have we to be 
thankful that we have not been left to ourſelves, to the 
evil propentites of our corrupt nature,' as they have 
been? and that we are not now, like them, at a great 
diſtance from God; wandering in the paths of vanity 
and folly, and ſeeking “ to fill our belhes with the eaſt 
« wind?” Surely we have no reaſon to be high-minded 
on this account; bur rather to fear, every moment, leſt 
we are found truſting to ourſelves; ſince our danger of 
falling is ſo great. For if we know ourſelves aright, and 
caſt our eyes inward, we ſhall diſcover there the ſeeds 
of every fin which has enſnared and led them 
tive; the ſame root of bitterneſs which has ſprung up 
and defiled them. And what can we attribute our 
ſtanding to, but to his grace who alone could keep us 
from falling! We have both indeed experienced the 
Lord's love and power diſpenſed to us in various afflic- 
tions; ſome of 25 of the moſt trying and affecting 
nature: but ſeeing the rod was always dipped in love, 
825 n and 


| E 1» 
WT and that theſe were the means which infinite Wifdom 
of i was pleaſed to make uſe of, to keep us near to him- 
| 1 ſelk; let us adore and praiſe Im for his goodneſs towards 
1 us. And ſurely every backſliding profeſſor we ſce, calls 
1 0 upan us for freſh praiſes that it Is not our own caſe. 


1 4 SA notwithſtanding the many falls and backſlidings 
1 ofeſſors which mark the preſent period; bleſſed 
mY 885 d, I can with pleaſure inform you, my dear friend, 

| $91 that there are a happy few among us, who, through 
1 grace, have been preſerved from bowing the knee to 
1 the Baal of riches, of honor, or of pleaſure; who have 
| been kept ſtedfaſt in the ways of the Lord; and have 
been an honor and an ornament to the goſpel they pro- 
feſs. We have our Nathaniels, our Zachariaſes and 
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cate alſo the judgments we moſt juſtly deſerve for our 
crying national fins, And if the Lord, who is long- 
31 ſuffering to us-ward, did, in infinite compaſſion, con- 
171 deſcend to be entreated by a mortal; and did fo far 
5 yield to his interceſſion, as to declare he would not 
4 deſtroy a city, (already devoted to deſtruction) if but ten 
righteous were found in it: we may, I think, preſume 
he will yet in mercy ſpare our guilty land, and not give 
us up to thoſe deſolating judgments we deſerve; ſince 
there ate, not ten only, but, I truſt, more han ten 
7heuſeng righteous, praying ſouls in jt, 

You ſee, my dear friend, I am got upon ſo large a 
ſubject, that it is difficult to break off: I muſt there- 
fore crave. your indulgence while I make ſome few 
farther remarks 

When, the people of the world fee any of thoſe who 
have made a profeſſion, turn back into their . 

| | cCOUrles 


14 Eligabetbs, our Aguilas and Priſcillas, our Gaiuſes, Ruths, 
[340 and Lyaias; our Marys and Dorcaſes; who are each 
i tu. found 7 in all the ordinances of the Lord blame- 
1 leſs. Theſe ſee and lament the lukewarmneſs and miſ- 

1 conduct of other profeſſors, yet are ſenſible of their own 
1 defects. Theſe *< ſigh and cry for all the abominations 

Þ << that are committed in the land, and are much in 
$i} prayer and ſupplications before the Lord for the conti- 

1 nuance of his mercies towards us; and earneſtly depre- 
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courſes again; or diſcover the faults of others, who ſtill 
retain it; their mouths are immediately opened, and, 
with an infernal- ſneer, they ery, theſe are; your 
<« ſaints, your righteous over- much, who would fain be 
c thought more |/an#ified than their neighbors: it is 
<« all a cheat and a deluſion ; for we ſhould be aſham- 
te ed of a conduct like theirs”— And thus are the ways 
of God evil-ſpoken of, and his name is blaſphemed 
among them. How ought the conſideration of this 
triumph of Hell to excite believers to diligence and cir- 
cumſpection in their walk and converſation before the. 
world ? They cannot diſcover who are believers and who 
are not, nor the motives of their conduct; much leſs 
are they inclined to admit any apology for their failings, 
or to- plead the infirmities of human nature in their 
favor: and therefore they indiſcriminately condemn all 
profeſſors for the miſconduct of ſome of them, But 
may we not recriminate here, and retort the accuſation 
upon the world, by letting them know, that one half, 
perhaps, of thoſe whoſe conduct they condemn, are of 
their own party ? who have taken up a profeſſion for 
ſome ſiniſter ends or other, and till continue in the 
ſpirit of the world ? who ſeldom paſs for believers among, 
thoſe who really are ſo, and therefore are diſavowed as 
ſuch by the true people of God. And would the world 
(if offended with the conduct of the bulk of profeſſors) 
but kindly take back their own, they would find but 
little left of ours to be offended with, I apprehend. 

But to return. However great the bleſſings of peace 
and tranquility of the church may be; yet, through the 
depravity of our nature, which is ever prompting us to 
abuſe the beſt things, and to pervert them to a wrong, 
end; at ſuch ſeaſons many rank weeds uſually ſpring 
up in profeſſors ſouls, and hinder the growth of the 
plants of grace: ſuch as carnal-ſecurity, worldly-mind- 
edneſs, and the love of worldly eaſe. While on the 
other hand, in times of perſecution, the church has 
ever been known to thrive moſt, and to produce the 
beſt fruit: and a ſpring; time of joy and comfort uſually 
ſucceeds the moſt violent of theſe winter-ſtorms. , | 4 
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1 well reme bet when re h atid contempt fol- 
lowed the of God in this place, as a ſhadow the 
ſubſtance, in a much greatet degree than at preſent : and 
whey they wete called to take up this croſs daily, they 
had in general much happiet ſeaſons than they have 
now. It quickened in thent a grateful ſenſe of the bleſ- 
fings and privileges they enjoyed; and that made the 
word of God more A and ordinances more de- 
fightful to them. But now there is leſs of the croſs, 
becatiſe' there is a greater conformity to the world in 
profeſſors 3 who feem almoft aſhamed of their badge, 

y which they are diſtinguiſhed from others; as if it re- 
flected ſome diftorior on their characters, to have it 
known that they belong to Chriſt. I fear, indeed, it 
may be. ſaid, with too much reafon, that we, in this 
place particularly, are too well fed with the goſpel; and 
that therefore, like the Ifraelites of old, we are apt to 
eſteem the word as light food. For, are all the chief 
delicactes which the kingdom produces, tranſmitted to 
the metropolis, to feed rhe Ioxury of its pampered in- 
Habitants: ſo, may I ſay, are the choice gilt which 
the Head of the church beſtows upon his minifters for 
the good of his people, brought, all the year rotind, to 
this place alſo; to feed (if 1 may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion) our ſpititual luxury, And in thefe rich paſtures 
of grace, we are too prone, like Jehurun of old, to wax 
fat and kick, 15 | 

It is much to be lamented, that we have ſeldom the 
wiſdom to form a due eſtimate of any bleſſings or pri- 
vileges we enjoy, till we have been taught it by Know- 
ing and Wa the want of them: and when they are 
begun to be deſpiſed and thought little of, the Lord 
then aſually deprives his people of them, for a time; 
that they may prize them more, and be more thankful 
for them, when they enjoy them 1 And from the 
appearances of the times, fuch a feaſon, it is much to 
be feared, is not very far off; when the Lord will bring 
a ſifting time upon his church in this land, which has 
now for many years enjoyed the . privileges with 
the utmoſt tranquility. And when it comes, it will 
purge 


( 75 ) | 
purge his floor of the chaff, ſeparate the precious from 


the vile, and prove as a refiner's fire to his own people, 
to purify them from the drofs and filthineſs WH 
they had contracted by lying among the pots. The 
conſequence of this will be, they will know better the 
value of their privileges, and uſe them more to their 
own advantage, as well as to God's glory; when he 
ſnall be pleaſed to reſtore them to them again. 
But would we prolong their continuance, and have à 
more jult ſenſe of the value of them, we ſhould take 
4 retroſpective view of the ſufferings and trials the 
church has endured in this land ſince the refarmation; 
We fhould conſider what fiery trials the Martyrs en- 
dured in Queen Mary's days; and what perſecutions 
the miniſters and people of God ſuffered in the laft 
century; when the church was harraſſed and driven 
about from place to place; finding, like Noah's dove, 
no reſt for the ſole of her foot; the waters of oppref- 
ſion and perfecution being fo high. But now we can 
fit as under our own vines and fig-trees, and peaceably 


enjoy our temporal bleſſings and religious privileges, 


without the leaſt moleſtation. No fires are now lighited 
up in Smithfield, to try our faith; and to deſtroy our 
bodies for the good of our ſouls. Our miniſters are 
not driven into corners, and ſhut up in prifons, for 
preaching the goſpel. The nation is not at preſent 
(thanks be to God for it) involved in all the horrors of 
civil wars, of blood-ſhed and murders, on account” of 
religion; as hath been the caſe in former times. Theſe 
dreadful fcenes, through the goodneſs and mercy of 
our God, ' are kept out of our fight; but ſhould 
not be kept out of our minds: a due conſide- 
ration thereof may produce very happy effects at pre- 
lent: may give a more poignant reliſh to the enjoy- 
ment of our civil and religious liberties and privileges, 
and prove the happy means of our having them con- 
tinued to us. | | | 
I think, my dear friend, we can never be thankful. 
enough for the mild and gentle Government we at 
| preſent; 
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refent live under. And I muſt confeſs it pleaſes me 
much, to hear our goſpel-miniſters enforce, in the 
Ar6ngeſt manner, obedience to the civil power. Be- 
levers are under double obligations to obey it; and 
would act very inconſiſtently, in my humble opinion, 
were they to take any active part in the preſent oppo- 
ſition to Government. Such (if ſuch there are) get 
quite out of their proper ſphere of action, and ſeem 
to have forgotten, that, to fear Gud, and to honor the 
King, are duties inſeparably connected; and that to 
be ſubjeft to the higher powers, is an injunction given 
them, as well as to rejoice always : both proceeding 
from the ſame Sovereign Majeſty of heaven; who 
knows beſt what laws his ſubjects ſhould be under, 
and which will conduce moſt to their peace and hap- 

pineſs. | 
We hear much talk in this kingdom about liberty; 
'and great contention and clamor have been raiſed 
about it. The E take fire at, and warmly reſent, 
any ſuppoſed infringement thereof: but are themſelves, 
in general, willing bond-ſlaves to fin and Satan, thoſe 
worſt of tyrants ; and are totally regardleſs of that liberty 
from their ignoble ſlavery, which is provided for all who 
will ſeek deliverance from it. A conduct this, which 
is full as wiſe and rational, as if a number of galley- 
faves, who had redemption and liberty offered them, 
were to be quarrelling about ſome little precedencies, 
which they had eſtabliſhed among themſelves, to the 
utter neglect of that infinitely greater my provided 
for them. How many ſuch ſlaves do we ſee walking 
about, and talking largely of their hberties, privileges, 
and immunities ? ſome tied and bound with iron and 
others with golden, chains; which is all the difference 
between them: and the golden often prove the heavieſt. 
To hear ſuch talk of liberty, is apt to remind us of 
ſome of the unhappy people confined in Bedlam ; who 
nevertheleſs fancy * themſelves Monarchs, with crowns 
and ſceptres at their feet, and a' train of attendants 
obſequious to their nod; or Generals of potent * 
N INI nn ili Off Who 
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who are able to conquer the world, and to ſpread terror 


and devaſtation, wherever their fovereign wills may 
direct their way. Such, juſt ſuch; are all thoſe who 
fancy themſelves free, yet are led captive by their 
own or Satan's will; who is “ the God of this world, 
« the ſpirit that ruleth in the children of diſobedi- 
« ence;” and exerciſeth an uncontrolable dominion 
over his ſubjects, (as to what they themſelves can do 
towards their deliverance) and makes them perfect 
drudges in his ſervice. CES * 

To be delivered from the power of this mercileſs 


tyrant, and to be brought into that liberty, wherewith 


Chriſt makes his people free; how ineſtimable the 
bleſſing! how great the privilege! Salvation, O the joy- 
ful ſound, what pleaſure to our ears Salvation] how 
ſhould our hearts bound within us and overflow with 
gratitude ! our tongues and every faculty of our ſouls 
be ardently engaged in the praiſe and adoration of that 
divinely glorious Conqueror, who obtained this beſt of 
bleſſings for us To be intereſted in it, is a privi- 
lege of ſo invaluable a nature, that I really wonder 
that thoſe who are conſcious of their intereſt therein, 
do not exult and triumph more, and are not often 
overcome with an ecſtacy of joy. To be ſaved from 
ſin, death, and hell—and to be entitled to heaven and 
eternal glory; are bleſſings, which eternity itſelf will 
be too ſhort to praiſe that Saviour for, who, by the 
moſt arduous labor and the moſt immenſe expence, 
even his own blood, procured them tor his people. 
Every ſtep in this great work ſhines reſplendent with 
ſuch wiſdom, mercy, goodneſs, and love, that men muſt 
be blind indeed not to ſee, and be even dazzled with, 
the glory of them, What can excite our admiration 
more, or ſooner raiſe a holy tumult of the paſſions of 
our ſouls, than to conſider, a God becoming mcarnate— 
appearing in the form of a ſervant—actually minifter- 
ing unto his creatures—ſubmitting, to the moſt horrid 
indignities and vileſt treatment from eee 
under the load of wrath due to their fins—y1 _ 15 
nimſe 


— 
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enjoyment of himſelf in glory. 
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himſelf a willing ſacrifice upon the croſs for them 


rifing again from the dead—aſcending triumphantly to 


7 living there to make interceſſion for them 


e blood they cruelly ſpilt—being touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities—ſending his Spirit to direct, 
ſupport, and comfort his people in their journey throu 
this wilderneſs—and at laſt, bringing them to the full 
what ſubjects are 
theſe for our ſouls to dwell upon, and to be loſt in the 
contemplation of] Subjects, that might awaken our 
lethargic ſouls; inflame them with a, holy ardor ; and 
engage them to this adorable Jeſus in the bonds of 
gratitude, love, and willing obedience for evermore ! 

But wonder, O heavens !| be aſtoniſhed, O earth! at 


the horcid ingratitude, baſeneſs, and inſenſibility of 


man; who can remain unaffected at the amazing con- 
deſcenſion, goodneſs, and love, manifeſted in the life, 
death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion of a Saviour. Such 
was man's inſenſibility at a dying Redeemer's love, that 
the ſun bluſhed and hid his bai the ſkies veiled them- 
ſelves with ſackcloth; the inanimate earth, the impene- 
trable rocks, and the pale inhabitants of the grave, are 
all alarmed and in commotion ; and by their ſenſibility 
ſtrongly reproach mankind for their obduracy, who re- 


mained unaffected by the awful ſcene. They are deaf 


to all the calls, admonitions, and invitations of this 
ſuper-abounding grace; they ſee no form nor comlineſs, 


no beauty nor excellency, in the love exciting, the 


on procuring, or the means by which theſe in- 
eſtimable bleſſings were procured : although angels 
themſelves. intenſely deſire to pry into the unfathom- 
able myſtery. Surely we may ſay with the prophet of 
old, of this altogether lovely Saviour ; notwithſtanding 


all that he hath done, to engage our attention, and to 
captivate our hearts He is deſpiſed and rejected of 
„men.“ 6 

Deſpiſed and rejected] but of whom? of thoſe that 
are ignorant of him; who are wallowing in ſin and 
ſenſuakity: ſurely it is only of ſuch as theſe. If we 


(- 79, ), 

took into the congregations of his people, by whom he 
is profeſſedly known and worſhipped, we ſhall certain 
find it far otherwiſe with FE there every one will 
be ſpeaking of his honor, an 

the glories and excellencies of his perfon—Burt Q What 
a ſight! what cold, unaffected hearts! what wandering 
affections! what trifles, what evils, engroſs their minds 


and attention Where is Chriſt? is he really preſent, ac- 


cording to his promiſe, in the aſſemblies of his ſaints;, and 
is there not the ſhout of a King among them ? are not 


all wondering, in fixt amaze, at his matchleſs beauties, 


and the gracious words that proced out of his mouth? 
can they contain themſelves, or refrain from leaping 
for joy — What a contraſt of behaviour to this is ↄften 
to be ſeen at places of worſhip! Worms admiring 
worms and paying more reverence to each other, than 
to the Divine Majeſty, that preſides in their aſſembles ! 
others how indalent! and by their behavior, if not by 
their expreſſions, declaring © what a wearineſs it is!“ 


Others again obſerving, with envious looks, ſuch mean 


objects, as a handſomer form, or the more elegant attire 
of a fellow-mortal. What ſays my friend to this? 
Does not an ingenuous ſhame, ariſing from a con- 
viction of a too ſimilar conduct, redden his cheek, while 


he is reading it:—I, for myſelf, muſt plead guilty | 


to what I here condemn: having often experienced 
what the poſtle Paul lamented in himſelf, “ that when 
« I would do good, evil is preſent with me:“ but 
God forbid ! that we ſhould ever indulge ourſelves in 
thoſe things. _ | 1 

I might now purſue the enquiry a little farther; and 
take a view of ſome of my fellaw-Chriſtzans in their 
mare private and retired walk. I ſhould then, perhaps, 
find the reports of ſome of them to be a vile ſlander. 
For can I ſuppoſe that, any, who have. experienced, the 
love of Jeſus in their hearts, can fly from an orginance 
to an alebouſe, and find pleaſure there? that a can- 


didate for heaven, a creature of a day, who has hut a 


Hort time to live, and 2 great wark. $0.99, can employ 


any 


be loſt in adoration. of 
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any of that time in counting the red and black ſpots 
upon pieces of paſteboard ? or that one who has taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, and has found Him to be the 
fountain of living waters, can debaſe himſelf ſo low, as 
to drink of the muddy ſtreams of worldly pleaſure ? 
that an heir of glory can aſſociate with the children of 
Belial, and partake of the contaminating diverſions of 
the ſtage ?—If ſuch there be, O tell it not in Gath, pub- 
liſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon leſt the infidels re- 
Joice, and the uncircumciſed profane ones triumph ! 

O how diſingenuous ! how exceedingly ungrateful ! 
is ſuch a conduct towards our beſt friend and benefactor, 
who daily loadeth us with benefits? How contrary to 
our own intereſt and happineſs ?—* Is this our kind- 
« neſs to our friend?“ Do we requite him thus? Shame 
ſhould not only redden, but even burn our cheek to 
cinder, when our conduct degenerates into fuch baſe- 
neſs; when we ſo © lightly eſteem the Rock of our ſal- 
« vation.“ Friendſhip among men is kept up in its 
generous warmth by mutual acts of kindneſs and bene- 
ficence: and are there not certain delicacies in it, which 
require all the care of tender plants, to preſerve them; 
3 which are ſoon injured or deſtroyed by a careleſs, 
negligent behavior in either party? for coldneſs, fhy- 
neſs, and indifference ſoon ſucceed the leaft rude blaſt 
that ſweeps away theſe exquiſite flowers from the ſtalk 
on which they grow. And can we imagine that the 
divine friendſhip, which ſubſiſts between Chriſt and the 
believing ſoul, has leſs that may be injured by a ſimilar 
behavior? that it boaſts not as great refinements as a 
mere human friendſhip can ? We greatly err, if we ſup- 

ſe that Chriſt will diſcover no reſentment, when we 

ight his friendſhip; or that the Holy Spirit is not 
grieved, or will not ſhew himfelf diſpleafed, with what 
would juſtly give offence to men. 

The boaſted delicacies of other friendſhips are but 
mere awkward imitations of what are found in this. 
And does it require care and circumſpection to preſerve 
the former? we ought to be infinitely more ſolicitous 

| to 


| | 
to preſerve the latter: which can be done only by 2 
tenderneſs of walk and a circumſpect behaviour towards 


the glorious object of our friendſhip. What ingratitude! 
what inſenſibility of all the tender feelings * the ſoul 
muſt it then betray; when we can go on, from day to 
day, to ſlight and diſeſteem, if not deſpiſe, the tokens 
of the love and friendſhip of our divine and heavenly 
friend? regardleſs whether we receive the leaſt intima- 
tion of his favor, or not: and preferring oft the ſmiles 
of fellow-worms, or ſome baſe indulgence of the fleſh, 


before it. Who, but a God, could bear with ſach a 


conduct in us ?—I know my friend is ready (when under 


the influences of grace) to cry out with me, at ſuch a 


conduct in others, God forbid ! that we ſhould ever 
be guilty of ſuch baſe behavior” —and anon, per- 
haps, we detect our hearts in ſomething very ſimilar 
to it. ü 

What can preach more powerfully or convincingly to 
us, than ſuch experience, the total depravity of our 
© nature, and the apoſtacy of our hearts from God?“ 
What can demonſtrate more fully, that all who ſhall 
“finally be faved, muſt be ſaved by ſovereign grace 
„ alone?” What can evidence more clearly the ne- 
<« ceſlity of watchfulneſs and prayer,” as a mean; ſeeing 
we have not only enemies without, plotting our deſtruc- 
tion and tempting us aſide from God and the path of 
duty ; but a treacherous foe within alſo, ready to betray 
the garriſon into their hands? Or what can be a more 
powerful incentive to obedience to the whole will of 
God, than a ſenſe of that love, which hath done ſuch 
« wonders for us?“ which hath prepared ſuch glorious 
things, as no eye hath ſeen, no ear hath heard, no heart 
or imagination hath conceived (however much they may 
have conceived with all poſſible labor and meditation ;) 
and hath reſerved them for thoſe, who truly and un- 
teignedly love him. 

O that we could ever live, my friend, in the ſtedfaſt 
belief, and under the powerful, operative influence, of 


. theſe truths! Then come life with all its bleſſings or 


G afflictions; 
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afflictions; come Cath with all its terrors or awful con- 


ſequences; we ſhall be able to ſay with the apoſtle, 
* to us to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.“ Then, 
“ When we walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 
« death, we ſhall fear no evil:“ but ſhall be able to cry 
out in the ſame apoſtle's triumphant language, O 
„ death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy 
4 victory?“ for a God in Chriſt ſhall be © the ſtrength 
« of our hearts and our portion for ever.“ That you, 
my dear friend, and I may live in the preſent enjoy- 
ment. of theſe bleſſings, and die with a hope full of 

lory and immortality, which ſhall not make us aſhamed 
m that day, when Chriſt, the judge of quick and dead, 
mall appoint the ſevered throngs their diſtinct abodes ; 
is the never- ceaſing prayer of | 


2 
Your very affectionate friend, 


in the bonds of the goſpel of Chriſt, &c. &c. 
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